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Protecting agricultural
lands, wildlife habitat, and
open space in and around

Mesa County.
Irrigated farmland and wildlife habitat in Palisade, altmgColorado River.
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Series of conservation easements in Unaweep Canyserges historic ranch, wildlife habitat and scenewshed.

Glade Park working ranch, with wildlife & riparian h&dii adjacent to other protected properties.
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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Friends, resources provide a measure of security
as we weather the financial storms.
It is a pleasure to share with you our
2007-2008 Annual Report. Mesa Land None of this would be possible, of
Trust enjoyed tremendous success duriogurse, without the generous support of
the year. We preserved significant nattso many of you. Mesa Land Trust is
ral habitat, agricultural land, and scenictruly a community effort — hundreds of
areas through 20 conservation agree- you made financial contributions to the
ments over 4,165 acres of land. High- organizations, local government and or-
lights include land in the heart of Un- ganizations partnered with us, and far-
aweep Canyon that truly embody the besghted land owners entrusted us to con-
of western Colorado’s incomparable  serve their wonderful properties.
beauty and incredible wildlife resources.

We are grateful to all of you who joined
Mesa Land Trust made the most of eveug in our work to build a legacy of con-
dollar contributed. We protected $20 oferved lands to pass on to future genera-
land for every dollar spent on operationions. On behalf of the Mesa Land Trust
and of every dollar spent, 85% went to board and staff, thank you.
land conservation activities. Over the
year, the Land Trust increased cash re-Warm Regards,
serves and built our stewardship fund to
better enable us to steward the lands wRob Bleiberg
have worked so hard to conserve. The&xecutive Director

A Look Back at 2007-08 and it's Contribution to our

Vision of the Future

We envision a Grand Valley where agrlculu."gﬁngﬁ md%ms orchards, vineyards and other open
nd
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are preserved. Where the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers remain healthy ecosystems and provide recrea-

tional opportunities.

We envision a Glade Park where multi-generational ranching operations can continue and where big game
habitat and populations of rare animal and plant species are preserved. Where the scenic views of the can-
yons and mesa that define the area remain undiminished.

We envision a Plateau Valley where big game herds can move freely from their summer to winter range and
where Plateau Creek remains as healthy riparian habitat. A Plateau Valley where rolling ahy fields and the
ranching lifestyle that define the area are maintained.

A Unaweep Canyon and Dolores River where the unique scenery, combining dramatic canyon walls, hay-
meadows and riparian areas are preserved forever. Where the historic ranching operations and critical big
game winter range remain intact.

To that end, 2007-08 was another great year for the Mesa Land Trust. We completed 20 conservation pro-
jects, preserving 4,165 acres valued at $10,801,675. While numbers only tell part of the story, the Land Trust
did reach a milestone by surpassing 50,000 acres under conservation easement. We are pleased to share
some of these successes below and we thank the generous landowners, members, public and private fun-
ders, and project partners who made it possible.

(Continued on page 4)




Financial Report

Over 87% of our expenses were for land conservation,
education and outreach. We also added over $125,000 to
the stewardship defense fund to protect conservation

easements over time.

Revenue

Mesa County Community Separator Pro-

ject $56,877
Capital Grants for Easement Acquisition $720,912
Private Grants $367,225
Individual and Business Contributions* $236,849
In-kind contributions $46,454
Interest & Investment Income** $39,227

Total: $1,467,544

* Includes stewardship endowment donations

Expense

Easement Acquisition & Stewardship* $1,051,862
Fundraising & Marketing $40,702
General, Office, Board, Admin. $126,357
Outreach & Education $48,256

Total: $1,267,177

* Includes $720,912 in capital grants for easement acquisition

Land Protection Values vs. Operating

Expense
20 conservation easements completed

Operational Expenses* $546,265
Purchase Price of Easements** $720,912
Total Value of Easements Acquired*** $10,801,675

* Does not include easement acquisition grants
** Includes capital grants & contributions awarded to partners

*** Includes 5 purchased and 15 donated easements
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(Continued from page 2)

Land Protection

Community Separator Project and Grand Valley
3 projects in the Palisade Buffer, including an 11-acre peach orchard, a 10-acre farm, and 51 acres
along the Colorado River contiguous to another protected property, preserving productive farmland,
wildlife habitat and scenic open lands.

Glade Park

3 new projects totaling 1181 acres; all are adjacent to other protected properties. They range from red
rock mesas and rangeland to habitat for Gunnison sage grouse to ponderosa parks that are summer

home to deer and elk.
The 1,600 acre Ladder Canyon Ranch, placed under conservation easement in the 90’s, was trans-
ferred to Mesa Land Trust. It includes grazing land, wildlife habitat, deep red rock canyons, riparian

habitat and
Plateau Valley

One project of 240 acres, adjacent to other protected properties and preserving ranchland and impor-
tant winter range on the “sunny side” for big game, particularly mule deer.

Unaweep Canyon

7 projects, totaling 770 acres, were completed in Unaweep Canyon conserving critical winter range,
irrigated ranchland and the scenic byway along Highway 141. They tie together a number of iconic
properties, including the historic Craig Ranch near the divide, Thimble Rock and the previously con-
served Driggs Mansion.

Organizational

The annual picnic/potluck at was held at Palisade’s Riverbend Park with nearly 100 in attendance and
nearly 150 members, partners and landowners attended the Open House at MLT'’s office.
MLT hired it's first full-time Development Associate, Mary Hughes, and the Land Stewardship position

We recognize the following gifts
received during our fiscal year from
May 1, 2007 through April 30, 2008

If we have omitted or misspelled your name,

please accept our apology and let
us know about our mistake!

50 FRIENDS
of MESA LAND TRUST
CAMPAIGN

Generous donors making a 3 year com-

mitment of $500, $1000 or more. .
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PRIVATE & PUBLIC GRANTS

Agua Fund

The Arches Foundation

Bacon Family Foundation

Buffer Partners: Mesa County, City of
Grand Junction, City of Fruita, Town of
Palisade

Colorado Conservation Trust

Home Loan & Investment Co.

Ruth Hutchins Charitable Lead Trust

The Lost Man Foundation

The Nature Conservancy
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Lanny McCormick
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BUSINESS MEMBERS
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Peter Stein
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OPEN HOUSE & POTLUCK
UNDERWRITING
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SPECIAL GIFTS
Pat & Ruth Gormley
In memory of Elvis Guin:
Steve Acquafresca
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In honor of Harry Talbott (Vicki
Wubben)

1006 Main Street

Mesa County Land Conservancy d.b.a. Mesa Land Trust

Grand Junction, CO 81501

Tel: 970.263.5443

Fax: 970.243.4135. info@mesalandtrust.org

www.mesalandtrust.org




