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Irrigated farmland and wildlife habitat in Palisade, along the Colorado River. 

Series of conservation easements in Unaweep Canyon preserves historic ranch, wildlife habitat and scenic view shed. 

Glade Park working ranch, with wildlife & riparian habitat; adjacent to other protected properties. 



Highlights 2007-08 

Dear Friends, 
 
It is a pleasure to share with you our 
2007-2008 Annual Report.  Mesa Land 
Trust enjoyed tremendous success during 
the year.  We preserved significant natu-
ral habitat, agricultural land, and scenic 
areas through 20 conservation agree-
ments over 4,165 acres of land.  High-
lights include land in the heart of Un-
aweep Canyon that truly embody the best 
of western Colorado’s incomparable 
beauty and incredible wildlife resources. 
 
Mesa Land Trust made the most of every 
dollar contributed.  We protected $20 of 
land for every dollar spent on operations 
and of every dollar spent, 85% went to 
land conservation activities.  Over the 
year, the Land Trust increased cash re-
serves and built our stewardship fund to 
better enable us to steward the lands we 
have worked so hard to conserve.  These 

resources provide a measure of security 
as we weather the financial storms. 
 
None of this would be possible, of 
course, without the generous support of 
so many of you.  Mesa Land Trust is 
truly a community effort – hundreds of 
you made financial contributions to the 
organizations, local government and or-
ganizations partnered with us, and far-
sighted land owners entrusted us to con-
serve their wonderful properties. 
 
We are grateful to all of you who joined 
us in our work to build a legacy of con-
served lands to pass on to future genera-
tions.  On behalf of the Mesa Land Trust 
board and staff, thank you. 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Rob Bleiberg 
Executive Director 
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A Look Back at 2007-08 and it’s Contribution to our  Vision of the Future 
 
We envision a Grand Valley where agriculture remains viable and farms, orchards, vineyards and other open 
lands keep growing communities separate. A Grand Valley where intact wildlife corridors and scenic vistas 
are preserved.  Where the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers remain healthy ecosystems and provide recrea-
tional opportunities. 
 
We envision a Glade Park where multi-generational ranching operations can continue and where big game 
habitat and populations of rare animal and plant species are preserved.  Where the scenic views of the can-
yons and mesa that define the area remain undiminished. 
 
We envision a Plateau Valley where big game herds can move freely from their summer to winter range and 
where Plateau Creek remains as healthy riparian habitat.  A Plateau Valley where rolling ahy fields and the 
ranching lifestyle that define the area are maintained. 
 
A Unaweep Canyon and Dolores River where the unique scenery, combining dramatic canyon walls, hay-
meadows and riparian areas are preserved forever.  Where the historic ranching operations and critical big 
game winter range remain intact. 
 
To that end, 2007-08 was another great year for the Mesa Land Trust.  We completed 20 conservation pro-
jects, preserving 4,165 acres valued at $10,801,675.  While numbers only tell part of the story, the Land Trust 
did reach a milestone by surpassing 50,000 acres under conservation easement.  We are pleased to share 
some of these successes below and we thank the generous landowners, members, public and private fun-
ders, and project partners who made it possible.   

 
(Continued on page 4) 



Financial Report 

Over 87% of our expenses were for land conservation, 

education and outreach.  We also added over $125,000 to 

the stewardship defense fund to protect conservation 

easements over time.  

Revenue   
   
Mesa County Community Separator Pro-
ject $56,877 

Capital Grants for Easement Acquisition $720,912 

Private Grants  $367,225 

Individual and Business Contributions* $236,849 

In-kind contributions $46,454 

Interest & Investment Income** $39,227 

 Total: $1,467,544 

   
   

     * Includes stewardship endowment donations  

   
   
   

Expense   
   
Easement Acquisition & Stewardship* $1,051,862 

Fundraising & Marketing $40,702 

General, Office, Board, Admin. $126,357 

Outreach & Education $48,256 

  Total: $1,267,177 

   
   

     * Includes $720,912 in capital grants for easement acquisition 

   

   

   

Land Protection Values vs. Operating 
Expense   
20 conservation easements completed 
    
Operational Expenses* $546,265 

Purchase Price of Easements** $720,912 

Total Value of Easements Acquired*** $10,801,675 

   

     ** Includes capital grants & contributions awarded to partners 

     *** Includes 5 purchased and 15 donated easements 

   

     * Does not include easement acquisition grants   
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Land Protection 
Community Separator Project and Grand Valley 

· 3 projects in the Palisade Buffer, including an 11-acre peach orchard, a 10-acre farm, and 51 acres 
along the Colorado River contiguous to another protected property, preserving productive farmland, 
wildlife habitat and scenic open lands. 

Glade Park  
· 3 new projects totaling 1181 acres; all are adjacent to other protected properties.  They range from red 

rock mesas and rangeland to habitat for Gunnison sage grouse to ponderosa parks that are summer 
home to deer and elk. 

· The 1,600 acre Ladder Canyon Ranch, placed under conservation easement in the 90’s, was trans-
ferred to Mesa Land Trust.  It includes grazing land, wildlife habitat, deep red rock canyons, riparian 
habitat and  

Plateau Valley 
· One project of 240 acres, adjacent to other protected properties and preserving ranchland and impor-

tant winter range on the “sunny side” for big game, particularly mule deer. 
Unaweep Canyon   

· 7 projects, totaling 770 acres, were completed in Unaweep Canyon conserving critical winter range, 
irrigated ranchland and the scenic byway along Highway 141.  They tie together a number of iconic 
properties, including the historic Craig Ranch near the divide, Thimble Rock and the previously con-
served Driggs Mansion. 

 
Organizational  

· The annual picnic/potluck at was held at Palisade’s Riverbend Park with nearly 100 in attendance and 
nearly 150  members, partners and landowners attended the Open House at MLT’s office.   

· MLT hired it’s first full-time Development Associate, Mary Hughes, and the Land Stewardship position 

(Continued from page 2) 

Thanks to our Supporters! 
We recognize the following gifts 

received during our fiscal year from 
May 1, 2007 through April 30, 2008 

 
If we have omitted or misspelled your name,  

please accept our apology and let  
us know about our mistake!   

 
50 FRIENDS  

of MESA LAND TRUST  
CAMPAIGN  

 

Generous donors making a 3 year com-
mitment of $500, $1000 or more. . 

 
H. Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 

Allan Beezley, PC 
Rob Bleiberg 

Miffie Blozvich 
Tom Burke; Burke Construction 

John and Doris Butler 
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard 

Parker and Mary Carlson 
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 
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George and Gayle Gerson 

Pat and Ruth Gormley 
Elvis Guin 
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Chris Muhr 
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Max & Vicki Stites 
Gus and Gwen Sublette 

Harry and Bonnie Talbott 
Allan Wise and Susan Treece 

Robert and Nancy Wilson 
 
 

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP  
FUND DONORS 

Leona Alber 
ARCO Investments, LLC 
Maxine Aubert 
William & Radona BonDurant 
Ruth Corey 
John & Diane Cox 
Skip Doty 
Fall Creek Ranch, LLC 
Gore Livestock, Inc. 
Bob and Sally Harris 
Sidney & Carole Lloyd 
McCurter Land T Timber Co. 
Mid-South Land Co, LLC 
Mountain Island Ranch 
Jiim Temple 
Unaweep Properties 
Western Sky Investments 

 

PRIVATE & PUBLIC GRANTS 
Agua Fund 
The Arches Foundation 
Bacon Family Foundation 
Buffer Partners:  Mesa County, City of  
  Grand Junction, City of Fruita, Town of  
  Palisade 
Colorado Conservation Trust 
Home Loan & Investment Co. 
Ruth Hutchins Charitable Lead Trust 
The Lost Man Foundation 
The Nature Conservancy 
Quimby Family Fund—Western CO  
  Community Foundation 
Sorenson Family Foundation 
JJ & IB Uri Donor Advised Fund—Western  
  CO Community Foundation 

 
MEMBERSHIPS 

Benefactor 
Steve Bacon 
Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs 
Phyllis Brownson 
Bruce Dixson 
Ann and Chad Driggers 
Constance Erhard 
Ruth and Pat Gormley 
Dale and Jan Jones 
Emmeline Rash 
Carl and Karen Spina 
 

Patron 
Barney and Tinker Barnett 
Chris Brooks and Marion Reid 
Susanne Feller and Toni Davison 

Janice Harshman 
Dr. Steve and Robin Heil 
Karen and Mark Madsen 
Jack and Jan Roberts 
Danny Rosen 
Dr. Larry Tice 
Ivan and Jane Wood 
Joan and Tom Woodward 
 

Donor 
Geri and Rodney Anderson 
Robert Anthony 
Tony Bates 
Robert and Holly Brownson 
Mercedes Cameron and Roberta  
  Nieslanik 
Ben  and Maxine  Carnes 
Duane and Arleta Carr 
James and Janet Comerford 
Lit duPont 
Steve and Lysa ErkenBrach 
Abbott and Joan Fay 
Russell and Julie Gillis 
James and Marjorie Golden 
Van and Mary Ann Graham 
Kristine and Gregg Kampf 
Albert and Terry LaSalle 
Jamie and Kristen Lummis 
H. Glenn and Nancy A. Martin 
Walt and Lucy Morrison 
Verda Patterson 
Warren Petersen and Shari Raso 
Paul and Barbara Preston 



Charles and Cheryl Roy 
Keith and Paula Struckman 
Helen Traylor 
Russ Walker and Laura Cummins 
Wayne Westerson Alberta Husch 
 

Friend 
Gene and Arlene Albers 
Ivan Alkes 
Steve and Debbie Allerton 
John and Diane Anglim 
Samuel Baseler 
Frank and Gretchen Bering 
Marcia K Bilbao MD 
Bennett Boeschenstein and Elizabeth  
  Rowan 
Orville and Frances Boge 
Myles and Anne Brown 
Thomas Cameron 
Don and Carol Campbell 
Barb and Ed Chamberlin 
Belle and Tom Chesnick 
Frank and Teresa Coons 
Dee Crane 
James Crittendon and Ann Olewnik 
Roger and Ildiko Davidson 
William and Amy Davis 
Ed and Frances Ellinwood 
Joseph and Dana Elliott 
Keith Fife and Kathy Portner 
Roger Frazier 
Richard and Jean Gauley 
Liz and Ivan Geer 
Amy Golden and Robert Goodson 
Bill and Mary Graham 
Harry and Joanie Griff 
James R Grisier CPA 
Donald Gutentag and Traci Simms 
Betty Hall 
Mark Harrington and Janet Hurd 
Richard Hecker 
Kathleen Hedlund 
Mark and Sara Hermundstad 
Bill and Jill Hilty 
John and Jackie Howard 
Elizabeth Inskeep and Christian  
  Mueller 
Douglas and Laura Johnston 
Thomas and Shyrl Kaper 
Don and Shirley Kramer 
Bob and Susan Ladenburger 
Lanny McCormick 
Mike and Blakely Mechau 
Bob and Juanita Moston 
Melvin and Eleanor Muhr 
Diane Myers 
Dean and Diane Nelson 
Janet Nelson 
Farlie Pearl and Patrick Kiernan 
Peter A. Robinson 
Buzz and C.J. Schoenbeck 
Bob and Judy Silbernagel 
Don and June Simonton 
Bill and Jeanne Sisson 
Wayne and Joyce Smith 
Bob and Kate Stokes 
Robert Traylor and Karen Hayashi 
David and Lauree Turner 
William D. Wagner 
Lenna and Steve Watson 

 

Timothy and Jill Waugh 
Anne Wenzel and David Miller 
Treva Williams 
Neville Woodruff and Leslie Schiller 
 

Supporter 
Anonymous  
Jim Armstrong, Rare Earth Science,  
  LLC 
Bruce and Vicki Benge  
Sr. Anne Brost and Sr. Mary Glenn— 
  Whitewater Community  
James and Anne Coil  
Kacey Conway  
Paul and Robin Conway  
Paul and Lorraine Cooper  
Frances Crowell  
Richard and Esperanza Cuthbert 
Matthew and Angela Deeths  
Matthew Diers  
Sarah Dufford  
Liz Elam  
Bill and Jane Findlay  
Leigh and Edwin Fortson  
Randal and Mary France  
Daniel and Elizabeth Gartner  
Richard and Aylene Gerhardt  
Gerry and Judy Geske  
Mary Ann Greenhill  
John and Linda Halvorson  
James Haptonstall  
Denzel and Barbie Hartshorn  
Shane and Megan Henry  
Joe and Frances Higgins  
Josh and Kate Holmes  
Larry and Erna Kay Ingram  
E Bruce and Aldean Isaacson  
Phil and Virginia Jessen  
Anita Johnson  
Dr. Paul and Marilyn Jones  
Dave and Teresa Kareus  
Dave and Becky Karisny  
Jack and Beverly Kingsley  
Sandi and Knute Knudson  
Edwin L Krebs CPA  
Marian Krogmann  
Tom and Linda LaCroix, LaCroix &  
  Hand PC 
Danni Langdon and Carl Jacobson 
Peggy and Tony Link  
Don MacKendrick  
Sarah Matchett  
Steve and Ruby McCall  
Nancy and Phil Mohler  
Carole Moritz  
Ted Munkres, Freestyle, Inc.. 
Rich and Pam Nicholls  
Eleanor Northrup  
Joe and Betty O'Hara  
Robert Percival  
Joel Prudhomme  
Jane Quimby and Jerry Cowhis  
Alisa Radice  
Christina Reddin  
Larry Reeves  
Greg and Christie Robson  
Julie Sabin and Bill Taylor  
Angie Salazar  
Tim and Allison Sarmo  
Melanie Morris Sawyer  
Gail Schlenzig  

Karl and Gailen Schmidt  
Clee and Mary Sealing  
Richard J. Smith  
Hubert and Shirley Snyder  
Jack and Duna Stephens  
Gary and Kay Taffe  
Beverly and Ron Troester  
Phyllis Turner  
Christine Tuthill  
Paul and Bonnie Van Camp  
Ruth and John Vanderhoof  
Scott Vogt  
Ford White  
Joseph and Joan Wulfman  
 

 Member 
Wilda Abell 
Gene and Diann Admire 
Daniel and Sherri Arosteguy 
Virginia Beemer and Ande  Peterson 
Martin and Sylvia Bingham 
Chuck Bodie 
Bobbie and LaDonna Church 
Jess and Helaine Cohen 
Keith and Betty Coombe 
William Cowles and Susan Barlow- 
  Cowles 
Renee and Paul Creeden 
Paul and Francette Didier 
Greg and Jean Dillon 
Mrs. Peggy Ekrem 
Peg Foster 
Danny and Sherrie Galloway 
Mary Geer 
Marge and Tom Gleason 
Alfred and Laura Goffredi 
Craig and Lauren Goodknight 
Mike Grode 
Wade and Cynthia Haerle 
Mary Hajoglou 
Joyce Hansen 
David and Kathan Hartle 
Roberta J.  Hettinger 
Bob and Laurie Hill 
Bill and Barbara Hill 
Penney Hills 
Bob and Jean Hoover 
Dave Hull and Sandie Cooper 
Marlene and Hazel Hurd 
Rodney Johnson 
Elise Jones 
Suzanne R. Jones 
Tish Kllanxhja 
Piera Kllanxhja 
Paul and Kaci Knaysi 
Bob and Gloria Kuzma 
Carol Lipinski 
John and Joan Manhart 
Janet Marquardt 
Mary Lou Martin 
Alice and Dennis McCary 
Ray McLennan 
Dorothy McNeese 
Judy Meyers 
Charles and Marlene Miller 
Bob and Marcia Norton 
Fini Oharek 
Walt and Sue Orloff 
Hope Painter 
David Patterson 
Anna Plessinger 

George and Elaine Rau 
Jack and Betty  Richardson 
R.C. Ringstrand 
Deb Scenters 
Jack and Judy Shoffner 
Suwannee Smith 
Gary and Giselle Smith 
Cindy Southway 
Hal and Margaret Taylor 
Nancy Terrill 
Janis and James Thayer 
Helen Weidner 
Stephen and Jeanne Wenger 
Fritz and Maureen Worland 
 

BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Bronze 

Chamberlin Architects - Ed Chamberlin 
Hovde Vineyard - Doug and Kathryn  
  Hovde 
LTC Conservation Advisory Svcs.-  
  Peter Stein  
Rocky Mountain Peach Co., Inc - John  
  and Diane Cox . 
Simplicity Solar -  Jeff Evans 
 

Copper 
Flyin’ Miata—Bill and Teri Cardell 
Bob Stevens , Appraiser 
Third Sector Innovations—Illene  
  Roggensack 
 

OPEN HOUSE & POTLUCK  
UNDERWRITING 

Robert Kirgan 
Harbert Lumber Yard, LLC 
McMurphy & Associates - Fred Jones 
Gene Taylor 
Williams, Turner & Holmes, P.C. 
Bruce and Marina Young 
Bob and Joan Young 

 
SPECIAL GIFTS 

Pat & Ruth Gormley 
In memory of Elvis Guin: 
  Steve Acquafresca 
  Marjorie West Dalby 
  JoAnn Moon 
  Larry Tice   
  Town of Palisade   
  John and Pamela Waage 
  Williams, Turner & Holmes 
Dinner Series: 
  Herb and Laura May Bacon 
  Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher 
  Jim and Vicki Parker 
  William and Wanda Putnam 
In honor of Nancy Wilson: 
  Robert and Sally Hahn 
  Jay Hutchins and Cindy Lomax 
In memory of Vincent Jones (Mary  
  Jones) 
In honor of Betty Hall (Peggy Link) 
In honor of Vic Berhard (David &  
  Deedee Mayer) 
In memory of Jared Thompson (Aegon) 
In honor of VG Wubben (Joni  
  Hernandez) 
In honor of Harry Talbott (Vicki  
  Wubben) 

Mesa County Land Conservancy d.b.a. Mesa Land Trust 
1006 Main Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

Tel:  970.263.5443     
Fax: 970.243.4135. info@mesalandtrust.org 
www.mesalandtrust.org 


