Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat aswbnic open spaces
in and around Mesa County... today and for futueeerations.
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Woodring Family Historic Ranch Protected

Martin Woodring’s entire family has historic
roots tied to their ranch property located in
Plateau Valley about two miles northeast of
the Town of Mesa. The 1885 homestead was
purchased by Martin’s parents in 1910. The
Woodring family has farmed and ranched the
place ever since. Martin Woodring was born
on the ranch in 1927, grew up there as a child
and has been its caretaker and steward his
entire life. In October, Martin placed his land
under the protection of a working-ranch con-
servation easement with the Mesa Land Trust.
The Woodring’s contribution is substantial
and is of great public benefit.

Spring Creek, a major tributary of Plateau  the hard play and the hard work of a youth

Creek, bisects this 90 acre property that occuspent on an irrigated high country cattle

pies the creek drainage and the top and edgeanch.

of two mesas. Both the east and west mesa

tops are irrigated grass hayfields with effi-  The importance of the openness and the vege-

cient modern sprinkler systems. The majorityative quality of the Woodring property to

of the property is utilized by the Woodrings mule deer and elk can not be overempha-

for hay production and cattle grazing opera- sized. As a migratory corridor between

tions. Grand Mesa summer range and the winter
range to the north, vast elk herds can be ob-

Growing up as a child on the family ranch  served on the property. The Colorado Divi-

during the 1930’'s, Martin Woodring is left  sion of Wildlife officially maps the region as

with fond and vivid memories - “playing in ~ “mule deer and American elk severe winter

the creek and shootin’ prairie dogs with my range and winter concentration areas.” Up to

English Shepard, Ring!” But it was also a  several hundred elk at a time can be seen in

rigorous upbringing. By the age of 6 or 7  the pastures and hayfields during spring green

years old he was on horseback driving cattle up.

off of Grand Mesa summer range down to the

ranch property at the end of the grazing sea-The Spring Creek drainage portion of the

son. Once, at the age of 10, Martin recalls property and the shrubby bluff along the

trapping a live skunk, getting thoroughly north edge are a natural movement corridor

sprayed and crashing his mother’s ladies’  for mountain lion and black bear. Other

party at the ranch house. Without much ado predators sure to use the property include

he was summarily given the business end of eoyote, red fox, bobcat and long tailed wea-

boot with strict instructions not to return until sel. Wild turkeys attract such predators to the

he and the smell of skunk were well sepa- property including various hawks which hunt

rated! In adulthood, Martin stayed with the over the pasture and hay fields. Cooper’s

land, raised his own family of four children hawk hunt from perches in the cottonwood

and in turn provided them with the benefits of (Continued on page 4)



From the Desk of the Executive Director

Board of Directors

H. Lee Ambrose
Barney Barnett
Dr. Victor Bernhard
Miffie Blozvich, Secretary

John Butler, Field
Representative

Blaine Derrick
Nancy Ellyson

Thea Chase Gilman, Treasurer

Van Graham
Deedee Gale Mayer
Skip Mottram

Chris Muhr

John Pabst, Vice President

William D. Prakken
Mel Rettig, President
Gus Sublette
Nancy Wilson

Emeritus Directors
Elvis Guin
Mike Mechau
Ivan Wood

Mesa Land Trust’s 25Anniversary is not Glade Park, the Little Dolores Ranch pro-
only cause for celebration, it's also a goaitled the perfect setting for a barbeque.
excuse for a party. And we have made We sat down to eat next to verdant hay
the most of the opportunity. Over the fields, with sandstone walls and outcrops
past four months, | have had the pleasurfeaming the view in every direction.
of meeting with many of you at our gath-
erings in Palisade, Glade Park, and alonfy few weeks later at the Horsethief
the Colorado River at Loma. These everRanch picnic, we were able to walk along
gave Land Trust Staff and Board a chanttee Colorado River on a perfect fall after-
to visit with supporters on or near consenoon. Cottonwood trees shaded support-
vation properties. We are grateful for theers and friends as we enjoyed the potluck
generous hospitality of Parker & Mary fare. These properties provided a wonder-
Carlson, Allan Wise & Susan Treece, anfdl showcase of what the Land Trust is all
Sara Ransford, all of whom hosted festiabout — beautiful, open lands that add to
gatherings for the Land Trust. our quality of life, provide a home to
wildlife, and embody our community’s
Too often, land conservation occurs in theeritage.
abstract. We may read about a conserva-
tion agreement ensuring that an orchardFood and friends are always a good rea-
will never become a subdivision, or we son to gather, but the setting made these
may imagine a conservation easement events truly memorable. After two and a
protecting elk winter range for genera- half decades, the Land Trust has worked
tions to come. But we don’t spend with landowners to conserve many of our
enough time outside, on the ground, ex-community’s special places. We are glad
periencing first hand what we are all  that we had the chance to share a few of
working to achieve. them with you as we celebrate our Silver
Anniversary.
The 28" Anniversary parties gave us a

chance to change this. In late August on Rob Bleiberg

Goodbye and Welcome

Staff

Rob Bleiberg, Executive
Director

Steven Acquafresca, Land
Protection Specialist

Diana Cort, Development &
Program Associate

Loralie Jensen, Program
Assistant

Margie Latta, Land
Protection Specialist

llana Moir, CCT Fellow

Doris Butler, Bookkeeper
Emeritus

The Board and Staff would like to thank
Tom Latousek for his nearly 5 years of
work as a Land Protection Specialist,
building the Community Separator Pro-
ject from concept stage to a success on
the ground. Tom and his wife Eva have
relocated to the Boulder area and will be
greatly missed.

We are pleased to welcome Margie
Latta as Tom’s replacement. Moving
here from Phoenix, AZ, Margie had
worked as a wildlife biologist for the Ari-
zona Game and Fish Department since
1994. Her experience includes State
Coordinator for the Partners in Flight
program, Lands Program Manager, and
Farm Bill Coordinator which involved her

being a liaison between the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service and the
Game and Fish Department assisting
private landowners with planning and
funding conservation projects on their
land.

Margie has a Bachelors degree from
S.U.N.Y at Albany and a Masters de-
gree in Natural Resources Science from
the University of Rhode Island. In her
spare time, Margie enjoys running, hik-
ing, biking, landscaping, and cooking.

The first year of the fellowship program
sponsored by the Colorado Conserva-
tion Trust is completed. We thank

(Continued on page 3)
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Two New Projects Add to Palisade Buffer Zone

This summer, two more conservation easements were
closed in the Palisade Community Separator Area.
These represent the 16th and 17th projects completed
that preserve agricultural and open lands in the pro-
gram, in which the Land Trust partners with Mesa
County, Grand Junction, Fruita and Palisade.

“This is good agricultural land and it'd be a waste to see

it be something else,” says Ben Willis, referring to his

18-acre farm. Willis raises peaches and alfalfa on this

highly-visible property along I-70 west of the Palisade

exit. More than 20,000 vehicles pass by each day and

the conservation easement preserves high-quality agri-

cultural land as well as a significant piece of the scer

view shed that is so important to Palisade’s identity.

The Mesa Land Trust purchased the conservation eadglike and Blakely Mechau donated their second conser-
vation easement in June, preserving their 13-acre home-
place. The property contains a plum orchard and alfalfa
fields and will allow no additional building rights.
“Blakely and | have been on this property for over 30
years,” says Mike, “ and we’ve long been concerned
about conservation of agricultural land and the beauty
of the valley.”

The farm is adjacent to the 7 acres they donated a con-
servation easement on in 2003, as well as the previ-
ously-protected Reed and Likes-Durnell properties.
They form a contiguous block of 45 acres preserved in
the area of G and 35.5 Roads that Mike says “is impor-
tant to support the buffer and limit sprawl—and it
makes good sense to protect a block of properties.” The
Mechau’s are eligible for state tax credit and the Com-

ment for $135,000; however, the easement was ap- munity Separator Partners assisted with transaction

praised at $490,000. The landowner will be eligible focosts.

state tax credit and federal income tax benefits for the

remainder, considered a charitable donation. FundingTo date, the buffer program has protected 760 acres of

was provided by Great Outdoors Colorado, Mesa land with a total easement value of more than $6 million
County, Grand Junction, Fruita and Palisade. dollars at a cost of less than $3.5 million.

(Continued from page 2) University. llana became interested in working for a

Michele d’'Hemecourt for her great work during the land trust during college, particularly while doing her

past year and wish her luck in her new position at The  Master's Project at the Conservation Trust for North

Land Trust of Central North Carolina. Carolina. She is looking forward to applying her educa-

tion while learning all facets of land trust work
The Land Trust is happy to have llana Moir join us for

this year’s fellowship term. llana attended high school llana is excited to be back on the western slope and can
in Montrose but has spent the past six years studying in  be found hiking, mountain biking, snowboarding and

the east. She earned her Bachelors degree at Smith spending time with her parents and younger brother,
College and recently completed her Masters at Duke who live in Fruita.




25th Anniversary Events a Great Success

To commemorate this special year, the Mesa Land Truston a perfect early fall day in a spectacular setting along
has held a series of activities to celebrate our success antthe Colorado River.
thank our founders, supporters, landowners and partners.

We were gratified to see so many of you at these events
Three regional parties were held that were very well- and it was nice to have the chance to “show off’ a couple
attended and a lot of fun. Many thanks go to the busi- of the wonderful places your support has helped us pre-
nesses and individuals listed on the following page who serve. More photos of these events can be found on our
underwrote the events and enabled us to provide food andebsite atvww.mesalandtrust.org
drinks to our guests, as well as our generous hosts.

On Sunday, September
18, an 8-page color
insert ran inThe Daily
Sentinel celebrating
our first 25 years. It
highlighted some of
our landowners and
their reasons for doing
a conservation ease-

' ment as well as the
o 5 Land Trust’s goals in the years to come. The
generous underwriting support of American
National Bank, Abstract and Title Company,

The first event was
a cocktail party on
July 10 atCarlson
Vineyards in Pali-
sade hosted by
Parker and Mary
Carlson. In spite of

record-breaking heat, over 80

people attended the celebration,
enjoying a tasty selection of
Carlson wines and appetizers.

Shaw Construction and The Daily Sentinel
allowed us to reach out to over 30,000 house-
holds. If you did not see the insert or would

like another copy, please let us know.

A barbeque was held August 27
at theLittle Dolores Ranch, a As this newsletter goes to press, we look for-
protected property oGlade ward to ourFounders Dinnerat Two Rivers
Park, hosted by Allan Wise and Susan Treece. Food wadVinery on November 11, with food provided by Omar’s
catered by Bennett's and about 100 folks joined us. We Catering. This event will honor John and Doris Butler,
were treated to a spectacular sunset against the red rockBlaine Derrick, Harry and Bonnie Talbott, Herman All-
formations around the ranch at evening'’s end. maras, and Ilvan and Jane Wood. These were the people

who not only started the Land Trust, but worked dili-
And on September 11, the protectéarsethief Ranchin gently and enthusiastically for many years to sustain and
Loma was the site of a potluck hosted by Sara Ransford.grow the organization. Again, our underwriters are pro-
The nearly 90 people attending brought great food and viding generous support to help make this a special eve-
also enjoyed deep fried turkey and Enstrom’s ice cream ning. It's been a great Silver Anniversary year!

%

(Continued from page 1)
trees. Mountain bluebirds, swallows and western wood-pewee utilipashgre and hay fields, alike. Migrating and
nesting warblers and other birds take advantage of the riparisanuleshrub habitat associated with the property.

The Woodring conservation easement will ensure that the ranch andtagéevill remain intact in perpetuity. Al-
though the Woodring's have reserved the right to someday replace the didhoarse with a new ranch residence, Mar-
tin has exercised his right to, “never see the place developed”. Whelhvdskiehis primary motivation for protecting
the property was, after a long hesitation, he responded, “It's a pridtyditley. | just want to see it stay that way.”

The Mesa Land Trust, the conservation minded people of Mesa County andzéres @fi the entire State of Colorado
will remain forever grateful to Martin Woodring and his family for thegieat contribution of land conservation. The
open space, wildlife habitat and agricultural production that is now pernhapestected will continue to give for
generations to come.




50 FRIENDS
of MESA LAND TRUST
CAMPAIGN

We are happy to
report a growing list
of 50 Friends partners!

We invite you to join this
special group of investors i
our community.

Your 3 year commitment o
$500, $1,000, or more
will support
land protection work
that will pay dividends
for generations to come.

Please contact our office fo
more information.

50 FRIENDS

H. Lee & Kay Ambrose
Herb and Laura Bacon
Allan Beezley, PC
Rob Bleiberg
Miffie Blozvich
Tom Burke; Burke Construction
John and Doris Butler
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard
Parker and Mary Carlson
In memory of Mary Alice Derrick
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson
George and Gayle Gerson
Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilm
Pat and Ruth Gormley

Elvis Guin
Chris Herrman
Brian and Linda Mahoney
David and Deedee Mayer
Skip and Della Mottram
Chris Muhr
Jan Muyskens
Rebecca Frank and George Orban
John and Cathey Pabst
Doug and Sue Phillips
Bill & Judy Prakken
Steve Rash
Mel and Maurine Rettig
Steve & Sue Samuelson
Jerry and Maxine Silberman
Gus & Gwen Sublette
Harry and Bonnie Talbott
Allan Wise & Susan Treece
Robert and Nancy Wilson

Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa County
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25th ANNIVERSARY
UNDERWRITERS

Abstract & Title Company
American National Bank

Dr. Victor & Suzan Bernhard
The Daily Sentinel

Enstrom Candies

Fruit & Wine Real Estate
Harbert Lumber

Fred Jones

Mirr Ranch Group

Palisades National Bank
Shaw Construction

Talbott Farms

Gene Taylor

Williams, Turner & Holmes, P.C.
Bob Young

In-kind donations:
Carlson Vineyards
DeBeque Canyon Winery
Deep Rock Water
Enstrom Candies

Leigh Fortson

Palisade Brewery

Plum Creek Vineyards
Talbott Farms

Two Rivers Winery

We recognize below those gifts
received since our last newsletter,

from May 11, 2005 through October 31
2005 If we have omitted or misspelled

Dr. Steve and Robin Heil

Steve and Nancy Johnson

Jack and Jan Roberts

Bill and Jeanne Sisson

Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch
Jo Anne Whiting

Friend
Steve and Debbie Allerton
Barney and Tinker Barnett
Robert and Holly Brownson
Roger and lldiko Davidson
Lit and Claire duPont
Roger Frazier
Richard and Jean Gauley
James and Marjorie Golden
Van and Mary Ann Graham
Harry and Joanie Griff
Kathleen Hedlund
Douglas and Laura Johnston
Nic and Mary Korte
Bob and Susan Ladenburger
Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin
Mike and Blakely Mechau
Bob and Juanita Moston
Catherine Robertson
Peter A. Robinson
William Robinson
Verne and Diana Smith
Bill and Jane Stewart
Keith and Paula Struckman
Helen Traylor
Kenneth and Sally Washburn
Dan and Connie Whalen

‘Fred and Ann Zimmat

your name, please accept our apology

and let us know about our mistake!

PRIVATE GRANTS

The Agua Fund

Great Outdoors Colorado

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Program

MEMBERSHIPS

Benefactor
Ruth Corey Family
Ed & Frances Ellinwood
Ross and Nancy Hoffman
Sara Ransford
Ben Willis
Martin Woodring

Patron
Maxine Albers
Joe Cruz and Jane Kuenzel
Albert and Terry LaSalle

Donor
Duane and Arleta Carr
James and Janet Comerford
Elvis Guin
Janice Harshman

Supporter
John and Dianne Anglim
Bennett Boeschenstein and Elizabeth
Rowan
Larry and Lin Bowles
Christian and Beth Buys
Jess and Helaine Cohen
Frank and Teresa Coons
John and Diane Cox
Geri Eastman
Ed and Frances Ellinwood
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson
Bill and Jane Findlay
Gerry and Judy Geske
Daryl and Kristi Haan
Dennis and Joan Haberkorn
Shane Henry
Joe Higgins
Larry Ingram
Anita Johnson
Rodney Johnson
Dr. Paul and Marilyn Jones
Don MacKendrick
Steve and Ruby McCall
Carole Moritz
Ted Munkres
Rich and Pam Nicholls
Robert Percival
Joel Prudhomme
Dave Smith
Richard J. Smith
Gus and Gwen Sublette

Leota Sweetman-McPeek
Scott Vogt

Member
Gene and Diann Admire
Betsy and Jesse Boyce
R.V. Carlson
Keith and Betty Coombe
Bob and Jane Cron
Richard Cuthbert
Paul and Francette Didier
Greg and Jean Dillon
Peggy Ekrem
Chuck Emmons and Dorothy Pug-
lisi
Leigh and Edwin Fortson
Alfred Goffredi
Elizabeth Harris
Gaylord and Ruth Headrick
Bob and Laurie Hill
Bob and Jean Hoover
Elise Jones
Michael and Gladys Kelher
Tish Kllanxhja
Paul and Kaci Knaysi
Tom and Linda LaCroix
Janet Marquardt
Ray McLennan
Charles and Marlene Miller
Dr. Ken and Sandy Nelson
Bob and Marcia Norton
Lance and Peg Oswald
Bill Pewters
Anna Plessinger
Larry Reeves
Jack and Betty Richardson
Rosemary Ryan
Jack and Judy Shoffner
Harold and Roberta Snyder
Cliff Sprinkle
Robert Tallarico
Hal and Margaret Taylor
Helen Weidner
Dixie Williams
Lillian Whalen

BUSINESS ALLIANCE
MEMBERS

Bronze
Ciavonne, Roberts & Associates

Copper
William D. Wagner, Inc.

SPECIAL GIFTS

In honor of the Founders:
Herb & Laura Bacon
George & Gayle Gerson
Bill Pewters

Harold & Roberta Snyder
Bill & Jane Stewart
Helen Traylor

In honor of the marriage of Larry
& Sharon Tice—David &
Deedee Mayer



Consider contributing
to Mesa Land Trust!

To join, renew, or send a contribution,
send in the form at right along with your
payment. Please keep in mind the
following categories when donating. We
appreciate your support!

Membership Levels

$1,000 or more Benefactor
$500-$999 Patron
$250-$499 Donor
$100-$249 Friend
$50-$99 Supporter
$25-$49 Member
Business Alliance
$1,000 or more Gold
$500-$999 Silver
$250-$499 Bronze
$100-$249 Copper

Other ways you can contribute:

Stock. A gift of appreciated stock

NAME:
STREET:
CiTv: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: FAX:
NEwW MEMBER
RENEWAL
DONATION
AMOUNT $ CHECK ENCLOSED
VISA
MASTERCARD
CARD # Exp. MM/YY
CVV2 # (SEE BACK OF CARD — 3 DIGIT CODE FOLLOWING CARD #)

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO A FRIEND:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CiTv: STATE: ZIP:

PLEASE REMOVE ME FROM THE MAILING LIST

prOVideS you with the additional benefit—

of making a contribution to the Land

Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on

appreciated assets.

Matching Gifts. If your employer has a
matching gifts program, your
contributions to MLT can be doubled.

Bequest. A bequest is a wonderful way

to create a lasting land legacy. A simple

provision in your will can help us fulfill
our mission while decreasing your heirs’
estate tax.

Contribution of in-kind items and
services. We would greatly appreciate
any of the following:

Map plotter/printer — 11x17 format
Padded folding chairs

Lightweight folding table

Office supplies such as copy paper
GPS - 12 channel, WAAS, route-
mapping, 5-10 meter accuracy

For more information, contact us at 970-464-
5750. Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Nonprofit Org.
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