
A conservation agree-
ment between John 
Hendricks and the Mesa 
Land Trust provides  
permanent protection for 
a key parcel in the heart 
of Unaweep Canyon.  
Sitting at the base of the 
1,200 foot outcrop known 
as Thimble Rock, and 
including the iconic 
Driggs Mansion ruins, the 
Gil Meadows conserva-
tion easement preserves 
114 acres along the  
Unaweep/Tabeguache  
Scenic Byway. 
 
The conservation agree-
ment prohibits non-agricultural commercial 
or residential development of the property 
and allows the land owner to stabilize or 
restore the Driggs Mansion ruins.  The land 
includes irrigated hay ground and a quarter 
mile of riparian habitat along West Creek. 
It is bounded on the south by BLM and 
Forest Service Land.  In addition to its 
beauty, the land provides critical winter 
range for the Uncompaghre and Pinon 
Mesa elk herds. 
 
Unaweep Canyon is a geologic oddity with 
openings at both ends of its length.  The 
property lies just west of Unaweep Divide, 
which separates the two creeks, East and 
West, that drain the respective portions of 
the canyon.  Because Unaweep is open at 
each end and its streams are so small as 
compared to the granite walls that rise thou-
sands of feet from the valley floor, geolo-
gists believe that a large, pre-historic river 
carved the canyon. 

 
In addition to its natural beauty, travelers 
along the Scenic Byway often stop to view 
the sandstone ruins of the Driggs Mansion 
and learn its history.   Completed in 1918 
and including an arched entrance way mod-
eled after Thimble Rock which towers 
above it, the six room house was to be the 
residence of Colonel Laurence LaTourett 
Driggs of New York and his wife.  Local 
legend has it that within months of moving 
in, Mrs. Driggs insisted upon leaving the 
isolated canyon. 
 
The property, dubbed “Chateau Thimble 
Rock,” was sold to three Grand Junction 
residents and used as a hunting camp 
through the 1930s.  For the last seven dec-
ades, the property was owned and ranched 
by a Unaweep Canyon family and was ac-
quired by John Hendricks in 2005. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

����������	������������	������������	������������	��� ���

���������	�
���
��������

����������
	��������
�
�

��

����������
��
�����
�
����
������

���������
����������	��
��
��
�����

��

���� ��!�

����
�

"�

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �
� �
����������	��� �

� �
�

#���$ �����������
%�
�������&��
��

�

�

��  �
�''(�

)

���*�'�
�

�

� �

Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat and scenic open spaces  
in and around Mesa County... today and for future generations. 

�
��������	���
���
���

���������	��
	����
��
�������
����
����	����
���

Unaweep Canyon History Protected 



Shorter days and the cottonwoods los-
ing their brilliant yellow leaves means 
one thing here at the Land Trust – our 
year-end rush has arrived.  Because 
conservation easements typically have 
significant tax ramifications, December 
31 serves as a motivating deadline. 
While we work hard to complete more 
projects earlier in the year, the lion’s 
share of conservation agreements get 
completed in the waning months of the 
calendar. 
 
This year is no different.  At its meeting 
last week, the Land Trust’s Board of 
Directors approved six wonderful con-
servation easements.  Fabulous wildlife 
habitat along the Colorado River, a 
beautiful vineyard on a bluff above 
Palisade, farms in the community sepa-
rator areas, and wonderful ranches on 
Glade Park will soon enjoy permanent 
protection if all goes as anticipated over 
the next few months. 
 
Next month, the Land Trust Board will 
review and take action on a similar 
number of projects. And, once again, 
the Board has been notified that a spe-
cial December meeting will be likely so 
we can complete the 11th hour  

conservation agreements that annually 
prevent staff from taking vacation until 
after New Year’s Eve. 
 
In the midst of all of this activity, one 
can be excused for temporarily losing 
site of what is truly important – each 
landowner we work with is making a 
binding, permanent decision to con-
serve their land for the future.  Whether 
productive agricultural land, valuable 
habitat, or scenic natural land, their 
properties represent our community’s 
heritage. 
 
Landowners enter into conservation 
agreements fully aware that subdividing 
and developing their ground would be 
far more profitable.  But these people 
measure the bottom line a little differ-
ently.  Rather than dollars and cents or 
rates of return, success is defined by the 
legacy they leave for generations to 
come.  As Land Trust staff pour over 
legal documents and negotiate agree-
ments, we also greatly appreciate the 
fact that generous landowners are ena-
bling us to together conserve what is 
special about calling western Colorado 
home. 

 
~Rob Bleiberg�
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“Mesa Land Trust is honored to work with John Hendricks to protect this incredibly 
beautiful property,” said Rob Bleiberg, Mesa Land Trust’s Executive Director.  
“Unaweep Canyon is one of Colorado’s spectacular places and this property will 
serve as a cornerstone for additional conservation work.” 
 
With the officially designated Unaweep/Tabeguache Scenic and Historic Byway run-
ning through Unaweep Canyon, the protected property provides for scenic enjoyment 
by locals and tourists alike.  “Driggs Mansion, now in ruins at the base of the ever 
impressive Thimble Rock, reminds us of the hard working history behind ranches in 
Mesa County and of our need to protect the lands which contain our true Colorado 
heritage,” added Mesa Land Trust Land Protection Specialist Ilana Moir. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 



After nearly a half-century of farming their 52 acre 
property along the Colorado River near Palisade, Sidney 
and Carole Lloyd permanently protected their land 
through a conservation easement with Mesa Land Trust.  
Located in the Palisade Buffer Zone, the Lloyd Farm 
includes irrigated hay ground and mature cottonwood 
trees along its 1/3 of a mile of river frontage.  The ease-
ment was purchased from the Lloyds with funding from 
Great Outdoors Colorado, the Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, and local Buffer partners of Fruita, 
Grand Junction, Palisade and Mesa County. 
 
The Lloyds’ ranch and 
farm the property,  
continuing a family legacy 
extending back nearly a 
century.  Sydney was born 
and raised near Rapid 
Creek and his father 
homesteaded in the Grand 
Valley.  Carole was born 
nearby in Palisade.  They 
married in 1959 and 
moved to the property 
shortly thereafter. With 
years of hard work clear-
ing mostly sage brush and 
trees, and adding irriga-
tion, the Lloyds made the 
property the productive working farm it is today.  The 
Lloyds have 2 children, Clint and Tracy, who support 
their parent’s choice to keep the farm whole. 
 
The Lloyd property is adjacent to three other conserved 
riverfront properties that extend along more than a ½ 
mile of the Colorado. 
 
“Given that the number of 50 acre farms along the 
Colorado River in the Grand Valley is decreasing, this 
is a wonderful conservation accomplishment,” said 
Margie Latta, Land Protection Specialist for MLT. “The 
fact that it ties together a number of conserved river-
front properties is great news for everyone who cares 
about wildlife habitat and scenic beauty along the Colo-
rado River corridor.” 
 
 “I’m very concerned about the major losses of agricul-
ture and ranching in our community,” said Sidney, 
which is one of the main reasons the Lloyds decided to 

protect their property through a conservation easement. 
 
When describing the changes he and Carole have seen 
in the Valley over the years, Sidney said “where there 
used to be a 40-acre farm, there is now only 10 acres in 
production with a huge house and lawn on the remain-
der.”  It’s a trend he and others in agriculture are sad to 
see.  The significant growth seen in the area played a 
major role in the Lloyds decision to enter into a conser-
vation agreement with the Land Trust.  “I’d like to see 
more landowners taking advantage of this program to 
help keep agriculture alive” said Carole.  When asked 

what she loves most about 
her property, she said “I 
love the space I have, the 
openness, privacy, and 
wildlife that comes to the 
property, and also the 
views of the Bookcliffs 
and Grand Mesa.” 
 
The mature plains cotton-
wood trees, coyote willow 
and native grasses along 
the river are home to a 
host of local wildlife spe-
cies.   On any given day 
you can observe both local 
and migratory birds in-

cluding redtail and Cooper’s hawks, northern flickers, 
great-horned owls, and Bullock’s orioles.  Bald eagles 
have been seen frequently perching in the tall trees that 
line the south side of the property waiting to grab a fish 
from the river below.  Just last week, Carole saw a bear 
wandering across the property and several bull elk have 
made their way down to the Lloyd farm too. 
 
With the future of agriculture in our valley losing 
ground, it’s families like the Lloyds that are making a 
mark by personally choosing to protect their agricultural 
land.   
 
 The Community Separator, or Buffer, program is a 
partnership between Mesa County, Grand Junction, 
Palisade, Fruita and Mesa Land Trust to conserve land 
between the Grand Valley’s growing municipalities.  
This conservation easement is the 20th in the Palisade 
buffer, and the Mesa Land Trust now conserves more 
than 1,075 acres in the two buffer areas. 
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Longtime Residents Choose Conservation  
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We are excited to report that Executive Director Rob 
Bleiberg and his wife Sheri , welcomed their first 
child, Mandala, into the world on June 20.  She has 
already joined her parents on hikes and we’re sure 
she’ll be mountain biking and skiing in no time.  And 
she has already begun her career in conservation by 
regularly spending time in the MLT office.   

��
We are saddened by the recent passing of Emeritus 
Board member Elvis Guin .  A petroleum engineer 
who worked in 149 countries, Elvis retired in Pali-
sade with his wife Patty and their son Salem. He 
served on the board of the Palisade Lions Club, was 
an unofficial representative of Palisade with the Riv-
erfront Commission and was an advocate for keep-
ing the Palisade library open.  Elvis also volunteered 
many hours with Partners and in local schools.   
 
Elvis not only loved skiing, fishing and backpacking, 
but helped others enjoy them as well.  He was a 
member of the Colorado Ski Patrol, served on the 
board of the Grand Valley Anglers chapter of Trout 
Unlimited and was a Colorado Mountain Club trip 
leader.  

�
Elvis was also passionate about conservation and 
served 8 years on the Land Trust Board, helping 
with fundraising, outreach and land protection.  He 
donated several Persian rugs acquired during his 
years in Iran for silent auctions at some of our 
events and could often be seen wearing colorful out-
fits from that region, as seen here in 2004. �
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He will be greatly missed—but his contributions to 
our community and the Land Trust live on. 

�  
We recently  welcomed Drew Bennett  as our new 
Conservation Fellow through the Colorado Conser-
vation Trust.  Drew is a Front Range native and at-
tended the University of Denver where he earned a 
B.S. in Environmental Science and an M.B.A. He 
recently completed an M.A. in Geography at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.  
 
Drew has worked researching land-use issues in 
indigenous communities in the Ecuadorian Amazon,  
as a Biodiversity Monitoring Intern with The Nature 
Conservancy of Colorado and as a Naturalist with 
the Aspen Center for Environmental Studies. He will  
work on a variety of activities for MLT including GIS 
mapping projects and conservation easement trans-
actions.  More than anything else, Drew loves being 
outside enjoying Colorado’s high peaks. 

�
�  

In spite of a last-minute change of venue due to a 
somewhat ill-timed but much-needed rain, our an-
nual Picnic & Potluck on September 23 was a 
great success.  Approximately 75 supporters and 
landowners joined MLT Board and staff at Riverbend 
Park in Palisade to feast on deep fried turkey and 
many wonderful dishes brought by our guests.   
 
Many thanks to Harbert Lumber Co for generously 
underwriting our event and to beverage donors Carl-
son Vineyards, Plum Creek Cellars, Palisade Brew-
ery and Talbott Farms.  Kudos to Bob Wilson for fry-
ing all those turkeys, with an assist by Van Graham. 

�  
As the newsletter was going to print, we were pre-
paring for our Holiday Open House on November 9 
at the MLT office.  This is always a fun event and 
gives us an opportunity to highlight recent land pro-
tection successes and thank our donors, landowners 
and partners for their part in that success. 
 
Our underwriters’ generosity enables us to hold 
these celebrations while utilizing our resources for 
land protection.  Thank you to our lead underwriter 
Community Banks of Colorado  and supporting 
underwriters Young Mineral Enterprises  and Wil-
liams, Turner and Holmes, PC.  Beverages are 
being provided by Carlson Vineyards, Two Rivers 
Winery and Talbott Farms.  

 

People & Events 
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Liz and Ivan Geer 
Bill and Jill Hilty 
Bob and Sue Ladenburger 
Bob and Juanita Moston 
Mel and Eleanor Muhr 
Diane Myers 
Janet Nelson 
David and Lauree Turner 
Timothy and Jill Waugh 
 

Supporter 
Gene and Diann Admire 
Chuck Bodie 
Matthew and Angela Deeths 
Greg and Jean Dillon 
Bill and Jane Findlay 
Joe and Frances Higgins 
Larry Ingram 
Phil and Virginia Jessen 
Anita Johnson 
Dave and Teresa Kareus 
Jack and Beverly Kingsley 
Marian Krogmann 
Tom and Linda LaCroix—LaCroix &  
  Hand PC 
Don MacKendrick 
Joe and Betty O’Hara 
Robert Percival 
Alisa Radice 
Richard J. Smith 
Jack and Duna Stephens 
Phyllis Turner 
Ruth and John Vanderhoof 
 

Member 
Bobbie and LaDonna Church 
Peggy Ekrem 
Danny Galloway 
David and Kathan Hartle 
Penney Hills 
Bob and Jean Hoover 
Elise Jones 

Tish Kllanxhja 
Janet Marquardt 
Alice and Dennis McCary 
Dorothy McNeese 
Judy Meyers 
Hope Painter 
Anna Plessinger 

 
 

BUSINESS ALLIANCE  
MEMBERS 

 
Bronze 

Bob Stevens, Appraiser 
 

Copper 
Simplicity Solar—Jeff Evans 
   
   

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

In Memory of Elvis Guin 
Steve Acquafresca 
JoAnn Moon 
Larry Tice 
Town of Palisade 
Williams, Turner & Holmes, PC 
 
In honor of Vic Bernhard’s 80th  
  birthday— David and Deedee    
  Mayer 
 

Event Underwriters 
Community Banks of Colorado— 
  Open House Lead Underwriter 
Harbert Lumber Co— Picnic/Potluck 
Fred Jones—Open House 
Young Mineral Enterprises—Open  
  House 
Williams, Turner & Holmes, PC—   
  Open House  

 

 
PRIVATE GRANTS 

Colorado Conservation Trust 
Ruth Hutchins Charitable Lead Trust 
The Nature Conservancy 
Western Colorado Community  
  Foundation—JJ & IB Uri Fund 

 
 

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP  
FUND DONORS 

Ruth Corey 
Sidney and Carole Lloyd 
Western Sky Investments 

 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Patron 
Janice Harshman 
 

Donor 
Robert Anthony 
Mercedes Cameron 
Duane and Arleta Carr 
Van and Mary Ann Graham 
Bob and Joan Young 
 

Friend 
Steve Allerton 
Bennett Boeschenstein and Elizabeth  
  Rowan 
Dee Crane 
Ed and Frances Ellinwood 

Thanks to our Supporters! 

 
50 FRIENDS  

of MESA LAND TRUST  
CAMPAIGN  

 
We are happy to  

report a growing list  
of 50 Friends partners! 

 
We invite you to join this  

special group of investors in 
our community.   

 
Your 3 year commitment of  

$500, $1,000, or more  
will support  

land protection work  
that will pay dividends  

for generations to come. 
 

Please contact our office for 
more information. 

 
50 FRIENDS  

 
Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa County 

H. Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 

Allan Beezley, PC 
Rob Bleiberg 

Miffie Blozvich 
Tom Burke; Burke Construction 

John and Doris Butler 
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard 

Parker and Mary Carlson 
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 

Thea Chase 
Pat and Ruth Gormley 

Elvis Guin 
Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin 

Chris Herrman 
Jay Hutchins and Cindy Lomax 

Brian and Linda Mahoney 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Skip and Della Mottram 

Chris Muhr 
Jan Muyskens 

Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek 
John and Cathey Pabst 
Doug and Sue Phillips 
Bill and Judy Prakken 

William and Wanda Putnam 
Steve Rash 

Mel and Maurine Rettig 
Steve and Sue Samuelson 

Mike and Jean Sewell 
Jerry and Maxine Silberman 

Max & Vicki Stites 
Gus and Gwen Sublette 

Harry and Bonnie Talbott 
Allan Wise and Susan Treece 

Robert and Nancy Wilson 
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We recognize the following gifts 
received from June 1, 2007 through 

October 30, 2007  
(since our last newsletter). 

 
If we have omitted or misspelled your 

name,  please accept our apology and let  
us know about our mistake!   
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Membership Levels 
$1,000 or more  Benefactor 
$500-$999  Patron 
$250-$499  Donor 
$100-$249  Friend 
$50-$99  Supporter 
$25-$49  Member 

 
Business Alliance 

$1,000 or more  Gold 
$500-$999  Silver 
$250-$499  Bronze 
$100-$249  Copper 
 
 

Consider contributing 
 to Mesa Land Trust! 

 
To join, renew, or send a contribution, 
send in the form at right along with your 
payment.  Please keep in mind the 
following categories when donating.  We 
appreciate your support! 

 
Other ways you can contribute: 

 
Stock.  A gift of appreciated stock 
provides you with the additional benefit 
of making a contribution to the Land 
Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on 
appreciated assets. 
 
Matching Gifts.  If your employer has a 
matching gifts program, your 
contributions to MLT can be doubled. 
 
Bequest.  A bequest is a wonderful way 
to create a lasting land legacy.   A simple 
provision in your will can help us fulfill 
our mission  while decreasing your heirs’ 
estate tax. 

 
Contribution of in-kind items and 
services.  We would greatly appreciate 
any of the following: 
 
�� Map plotter/printer – 11x17, color 
 
�� Wood chairs with upholstered seats 

for use around conference table 
 
 
 
For more information, contact us at 970-263-
5443.  Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

�

A Publication of the  
Mesa County Land Conservancy 
d.b.a. Mesa Land Trust 
1006 Main Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 
Tel:  970.263.5443 
Fax: 970.243.4135. 
E-mail:  info@mesalandtrust.org 
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NAME: ____________________________________________ 
STREET: __________________________________________ 
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 �    NEW MEMBER 

 �     RENEWAL   

 �     ADDITIONAL DONATION 
 

AMOUNT $___________   �     CHECK ENCLOSED 

    �    VISA       

    �     MASTERCARD 
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