Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat aswbnic open spaces
in and around Mesa County... today and for futueeerations.

%

Little Park Ranch Conserved

Set at the head of Rough Can-
yon and encompassing amazing
sandstone rimmed canyons, Ute
Valley Ranch has been perma-
nently protected through a con-
servation easement with Mesa
Land Trust. This winter, Penny
Kelly worked with Mesa Land
Trust to conserve her 241 acre
property on Glade Park. By
doing so, Penny is protecting
valuable wildlife habitat, help-
ing maintain the open space on
Glade Park and fulfilling one of
her late husband Allen’s goals
of conserving the ranch.

Penny loves her property, but if you ask  entire ranch is off the grid, so the house is

her, it is not reallyher property. Penny powered with a generator that needs to be
thinks of herself merely as a steward of a maintained. With no water on the property,
property and by working with Mesa Land the Kellys had to continually haul water for

Trust Penny knows she is following the horses. After years of drought and
through with what generations of Kellys  overgrazing, Penny reseeded the pastures
would have done. and has, in the past couple years, recom-

menced ranching. On the recovered pas-
Allen’s father, Mike Kelly, worked as a tures Penny raises10 head of cattle a year
cowboy in western Colorado. After years all of which she sells locally. Penny also
of moving, Mike and his family wanted to boards a couple horses and offers riding
settle down and finally, in 1949 Mike filed lessons and says that the ranch is finally
a claim on the property. Over the years starting to pay for itself.
they sacrificed all they could to keep it
whole. They raised sheep and cattle on thé.ike life on most ranches, life on Ute Val-
property, but when the family lost their ley Ranch is not without many adventures.
summer grazing permit, they had to stop Hauling water for cattle, breaking ice on
ranching all together as their own farm hadtheir troughs in the winter and dragging
become overgrazed. bags of food by hand across snowy fields to
the cattle is everyday life. Jumping out of a
When they inherited the property in 1999, moving truck to shut a gate in time to pre-
Allen and Penny moved to Glade Park.  vent cattle from escaping and evenings
They brought three horses and settled into when mountain lions are on the prowl and
the small home located on the property. scare the dogs and horses up to the house,
From there it was not an easy ride. The (Continued on page 4)
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Defining the Future models and population projections can
give some intellectual sense of our fu-
Little and not so little things make it ture community, but they can’t convey
abundantly clear how quickly our com- what living here willfeellike. Nor can
munity is changing. This past Memo- they convey what impact our actions
rial Day weekend two passing momentscan have in shaping our future.
drove home for me how much Mesa
County has been transformed in the pasterhaps we can learn something from a
few years and how “we ain’t seen ski town to our south. For decades, a
nothin’ yet”. 570 acre meadow, with wetlands and a
river running through it, welcomed visi-
On Monday, a friend and | hopped on tors and residents to the Town of Tellu-
our bikes and pedaled to the Lunch ride. The Valley Floor, as the parcel is
Loop. | was amazed at the lack of traf- known, defined the community and set
rfic, maybe three cars at th& & Grand it apart from other booming ski destina-
and quiet enough to brave the Hwy 340tions. This past month the Telluride
bridge without fearing for our lives. community reached its goal of raising
Traveling the roads felt like it used to  $50 million to buy the gateway prop-
be around here. Thatis, until | hap-  erty. Second-home owning movie stars
pened to drive pasf'®& Patterson later and local ski bums alike gave what they
that day. The magnificent cottonwoodscould to secure the land and the charac-
were coming down at on the southwestter of the Town. Long-time residents
corner. Sheep will be replaced by com-took out second mortgages, a couple
mercial and retail space. It makes a lopostponed a 3bAnniversary vacation,
of sense from a land-use perspective. retailers donated their entire take for a
The large field is a perfect candidate forday, and kids sold lemonade, all to buy
an infill project. However, | greatly an outrageously expensive, incredibly
appreciate how long the Gormleys havebeautiful piece of land.
maintained the green space that we all
have enjoyed and, like many, hate to
see the pasture turn to asphalt.

Buying the Valley Floor has been a
costly, litigious, controversial affair.
Even now, a lawsuit jeopardizes the
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Grand Junction sits in the middle of a
near-perfect energy-boom storm. It's
not just natural gas, or coal, or resur- around a shared vision for its future and
gent uranium, or the prospect of ura- then made tremendous personal sacri-
nium. Itis all of these things combined fices to achieve its dream.

with sharply increased energy demand
from China and India. Computer

acquisition. But what | find truly in-
spiring is how the community rallied

Rob Bleiberg

On a similar note, the Daily Sentinel just had an article that the rental vacancy rate is only
1.5% in Mesa County. The Mesa Land Trust has received another grant from the
Colorado Conservation Trust  to again host a conservation fellow for the next two
years. So, while the vacancy rate is good news for property owners, it is not such good
news for those moving in to the community. We are looking for folks who might have a
room or an apartment to rent  to a responsible young adult, beginning sometime in the
late summer or early fall. Please contact Loralie Jensen at 263-5443 if you can help.




|
Success in Uanweep Canyon

Driving along Highway 141 through Unaweep Canyonwith Division of Wildlife (DOW) staff to assess wildlife

to Gateway is by far one of the most spectacular driveases and values. The property is part of a critical migra-

on the western slope. This geologically distinct canyotion area for huge herds of elk and deer that move

cuts through the Uncompahgre Plateau and is always thimough the canyon. The DOW District Wildlife Man-

the list of “must show” places to take out of town guestmer reported that he often sees several hundred elk

to really experience Mesa County’s beauty. grazing on the property and that development of a large
number of homesites would definitely have a negative

Now, a 340 acre ranch in the heart of Unaweep Canyaifect on the wildlife that has used this land for

is conserved for future generations. The road through hundreds of years.

the canyon is part of the officially designated Unaweep/

Tabeguache Scenic Historically, this
and Historic Byway. ranch was used for
The conservation grazing livestock
agreement protects and was part of a
more than 1.25 miles larger ranch that in-
of viewshed along cluded other nearby
the scenic byway. parcels. Over time it
was split into
Recent travelers on smaller ranches, but
the scenic drive may all of the pieces were
have noticed a few maintained as graz-
more homes along ing lands. East and
this stretch of road. West Creeks provide
Although public valuable water for
lands managed by irrigating the hay
the Bureau of Land and pastureland on
Management and the the property and for
U.S. Forest Service wildlife. The prop-
line much of the car. erty is bordered by

yon, most of the property in the valley along the high- BLM lands which offers additional protection for wild-
way is private land and is quickly being discovered andfe. No buildings exist on these 342 acres and the
developed. brothers discussed plans for only minimal building
reservations.
Last fall, Mesa Land Trust was contacted by two broth-
ers who had purchased land in the area and were inteBy the end of the year, the Land Trust had secured a
ested in preserving some of the natural beauty in this donated conservation easement on the entire 342-acre
canyon. Being avid hunters, they expressed an interesanch along the Scenic Byway and at the Unaweep di-
in preserving the land for future hunters like them-  vide. The landowners reserved only 2 home sites on the
selves. The 342-acre property is located at the Un- property and their locations were carefully discussed
aweep divide, where East Creek and West Creek begivith the local wildlife manager to ensure that big game
their journeys out opposite ends of the canyon. migration routes would not be disturbed and to mini-
mize visual impact.
Knowing the area well, Executive Director, Rob
Bleiberg, was ecstatic about the prospect of protectingThe landowners have done something wonderful for
this valuable piece of land. “When the property was all who care about wildlife and Unaweep’s jaw-
described to me, | knew exactly where it was and we dropping beauty,” said Rob Bleiberg, Executive Direc-
were eager to work with the new landowners.” tor of Mesa Land Trust. “We hope that this is just the
beginning of many more easements in this amazing part
The Land Trust staff and the property owners consulteaf Mesa County.”



Goodbye and Hello—Board Update

With gratitude and sadness, we say farewell to
Nancy Ellyson , who has retired from the Mesa
Land Trust Board after serving since 1998. Nancy
made many lasting contributions to us, most recently
as chair of the Board Development Committee, help-
ing recruit other great people to advance our mis-
sion. She has also generously donated many hours
and much hard work at events and on fundraising.
Nancy also hosted the Bunkhouse Dinner on June 3.
Thank you , Nancy—your service is very much ap-
preciated and you have left your mark on the Land
Trust!

We are very pleased to welcome and introduce two
new members to the Board.

Belle Chesnick has
lived and ranched on
Glade Park for 30
years. She is the
ranch manager for
Mountain Island Ranch
and will celebrate 20
years there in August.
She also serves as the
Grazing Representa-
tive for the Mclnnis
Canyons NCA Advi-
sory Board. Her family
moved from Wisconsin
to St. George, Utah
when she was a child
and she attended Dixie College.

Belle and her husband Tom have their own cattle
operation and they purchased an easement-
protected property near their home a couple years
ago. Belle’s son also works at Mountain Island
Ranch, and he and his wife have two children.
When asked what else she enjoys doing, Belle said
“doing what | do everyday is what | enjoy most— my
work, family, livestock...”. And, rumor has it, the oc-
casional fishing trip.

Tom Richardson

brings a wealth of busi-

ness experience, as

well as a landowner’s

perspective, to the Land

Trust. After receiving

an MA in Economics at

Denver University, he

spent 18 years with

Aspen Skiing Corp.,

moving from Area

Manager to General

Manager, then Presi-

dent and CEO. He was

President of Poma of America here in Grand Junc-
tion for 16 years and currently serves as a consult-
ant and board member for Squaw Valley Ski Corp.

In 2000, Tom and his wife Lynette donated a conser-
vation easement on their 218-acre farm/ranch prop-
erty in the north end of the Grand Valley, adjacent to
public lands. They have three children and three
grandchildren. Tom is an avid skier and trail runner.

(Continued from page 1)

aren’t stressed.”

provide a little more adventure. Eagles soaring out of the canyon during agéifivedding ceremony, remind
Penny that the beauty and wildness of the property are the irreplaceabléftatngsed protecting.

Now, the ranch will forever offer beautiful views of rolling sagebrush and savelstiffs on Little Park Road.
The ranch also provides important winter habitat for mule deer and Amelkcéralgitat for wild turkey and hunt-
ing grounds for peregrine falcons. In keeping with the tradition on Glade Park, Pelntgntiwiue ranching cattl
and raising horses on the property, and life will continue as it has on the caattndst a hundred years.

Penny feels strongly that she was given the property and must act asgtgerarThe people who lived there
prior to her ranched the land, fought for the land, suffered to keep it as is and diedauing it to her. Penny
wants to see that heritage and way of life preserved. “We may not havetfangsylike people in the city,” says
Penny “but we have birds and fields and grass and open space and mountain lions. Weyharkl veut we

D




50 FRIENDS
of MESA LAND TRUST
CAMPAIGN

We are happy to
report a growing list
of 50 Friends partners!

We invite you to join this
special group of investors i
our community.

Your 3 year commitment of
$500, $1,000, or more
will support
land protection work
that will pay dividends
for generations to come.

Please contact our office fo
more information.

50 FRIENDS

Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa Count
H. Lee and Kay Ambrose
Herb and Laura Bacon
Allan Beezley, PC
Rob Bleiberg

Miffie Blozvich
Tom Burke; Burke Construction
John and Doris Butler
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard
Parker and Mary Carlson
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson
Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilm
Pat and Ruth Gormley
Elvis Guin
Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin
Chris Herrman
Jay Hutchins and Cindy Lomax
Brian and Linda Mahoney
David and Deedee Mayer
Skip and Della Mottram
Chris Muhr
Jan Muyskens
Rebecca Frank and George Orban
John and Cathey Pabst
Doug and Sue Phillips
Bill and Judy Prakken
William and Wanda Putnam
Steve Rash
Mel and Maurine Rettig
Steve and Sue Samuelson
Mike and Jean Sewell
Jerry and Maxine Silberman
Max & Vicki Stites
Gus and Gwen Sublette
Harry and Bonnie Talbott
Allan Wise and Susan Treece
Robert and Nancy Wilson

Thanks to our Supporters!

We recognize the following gifts
received from February 1, 2007
through May 31, 2007
(since our last newsletter).

If we have omitted or misspelled your

name, please accept our apology and let

us know about our mistake!

PRIVATE GRANTS

Bacon Family Foundation

Mary Conover Foundation

John & Maureen Hendricks Charitable
Foundation

Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP
FUND DONORS

Laramie Land & Cattle, LLC
John and Beverly Mullin
Western Sky Investments, LLC

MEMBERSHIPS

Benefactor
Bruce Dixson

Donor

Geri Anderson

John and Doris Butler

Lit duPont

James and Marjorie Golden
Steve and Nancy Johnson
Albert and Terry LaSalle
Karen and Mark Madsen
Verda Patterson

Paul and Barbara Preston
Gudrun Rice and Charles Kerr
Helen Traylor

Friend
Gene and Arlene Albers
Belle and Tom Chesnick
Roger and lldiko Davidson
Kenneth and Linda Edwards
George and Gayle Gerson
Richard Hecker
David and Bethany Hoffman
Peter Hollis and Joan Frisbie

Elizabeth Inskeep and Christian Mueller

Thomas H Lowrey

Tom and Jean Paradis

Jim and Vicki Parker

Peter Robinson

Bob and Judy Silbernagel
Don and June Simonton
Michael and Patrice Whistler
Andy and Treva Williams

Supporter
Anonymous
Wilda Abell
Alison Bailey

Philip Coebergh and Kayla Dodson
Paul and Lorraine Cooper

Richard Cuthbert

Gary and Deborah Dawes

Ann and Chad Driggers

Randal and Mary France

John and Linda Halvorson

Joe Hambright

Dave and Becky Karisny

Sandi and Knute Knudson
Virginia LaCrone

Bob and Susan Ladenburger
Peggy and Tony Link
Sarah Matchett

Nancy and Phil Mohler
Robert Percival

Alisa Radice

Larry Reeves

Angie Salazar

Tim and Allison Sarmo
Buzz and C.J. Schoenbeck
Hubert and Shirley Snyder
Gary and Kay Taffe

Ron and Beverly Troester
Wes Wendland

Ford White

Member
Steve Acquafresca
Daniel and Sherri Arosteguy
Virginia Beemer and Ande Peterson
Martin and Sylvia Bingham
R.V. Carlson

William Cowles and Susan Barlow-Cowle

Stuart and Marsha Emerson
Peg Foster

Richard and Aylene Gerhardt
Marge and Tom Gleason
Mike Grode

Ginger Hajoglou

Joyce Hansen

Marlene and Hazel Hurd
Michael and Gladys Kelher
Paul and Kaci Knaysi

Bob and Gloria Kuzma

Dr. Kenneth and Lois Lampert
Carol Lipinski

Ray McLennan

Walt and Sue Orloff

Lance and Peg Oswald
William and Mary Schaefer
Clee and Mary Sealing
Cindy Southway

Robert Tallarico

Janis and James Thayer
Sven and Sarah Wedekin

BUSINESS ALLIANCE
MEMBERS

Gold
Moody Valley Insurance Agency

Bronze
Flyin’ Miata—Bill and Teri Cardell

Copper
Third Sector Innovations—Ilene Rog-

gensack

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

In honor of Betty Hall on Mother’'s Day—
from her daughters

In memory of Jeanette Bird Munns—Mary
& Vincent Jones

Bennett Boeschenstein & Elizabeth Rowan

Thomas and Shryl Kaper

Ken and Sandy Nelson

Andy & Treva Williams

DINNER SERIES

Beer Meister’s Dinner

Hosts: Deedee & David Mayer and John
& Cathey Pabst

Guests:

Charles Kerr and Gudrun Rice

Mark and Karen Madsen

George Orbanek and Rebecca Frank

Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch

On the Beach

Hosts: Barney & Tinker Barnett
Guests:

Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher
John and Linda Geer

Pat and Ruth Gormley

Bill and Judy Prakken

Bill and Wanda Putnam

Bunkhouse Supper

Hosts: Nancy & Wallace Ellyson and
Max and Vicki Stites

Guests:

Herb and Laura May Bacon

John and Doris Butler

Betty Fitzpatrick

Steve and Ruby McCall

Leslie Randolph and Brann Johnson
Aaron Stites and Maria Trigg

Harry and Bonnie Talbott

Jim and Jan Thayer

Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch
Dale and Donna Williams

Jay and Shannon Wytulka

FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES REMINDER

The Federal tax benefits for donating a conservation
easement were expanded for tax years 2006 and 2007
only. Work is underway to make these changes
permanent, but it has not yet been approved. If you are
a landowner considering donating a conservation
easement, it may be beneficial to do so in 2007; however,
we can only complete a limited number of transactions
before year-end, so we need to hear from you soon!
For more information, please contact Mesa Land Trust
or see the Land Trust Alliance website at
www.lta.org/publicpolicy/tax__incentives_resources.htm.




Consider contributing
to Mesa Land Trust!

To join, renew, or send a contribution,
send in the form at right along with your
payment. Please keep in mind the
following categories when donating. We
appreciate your support!

Membership Levels

$1,000 or more Benefactor
$500-$999 Patron
$250-$499 Donor
$100-$249 Friend
$50-$99 Supporter
$25-$49 Member

Business Alliance

$1,000 or more Gold
$500-$999 Silver
$250-$499 Bronze
$100-$249 Copper

Other ways you can contribute:

Stock. A gift of appreciated stock

NAME:
STREET:
CiTv: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: FAX:
NEwW MEMBER
RENEWAL
ADDITIONAL DONATION
AMOUNT $ CHECK ENCLOSED
VISA
MASTERCARD
CARD # Exp. MM/YY
CVV2 # (SEE BACK OF CARD — 3 DIGIT CODE FOLLOWING CARD #)
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO A FRIEND:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PLEASE REMOVE ME FROM THE MAILING LIST

provides you with the additional benefit p———————

of making a contribution to the Land
Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on
appreciated assets.

Matching Gifts. If your employer has a
matching gifts program, your
contributions to MLT can be doubled.

Bequest. A bequest is a wonderful way
to create a lasting land legacy. A simple
provision in your will can help us fulfill
our mission while decreasing your heirs’
estate tax.

Contribution of in-kind items and
services. We would greatly appreciate
any of the following:

Map plotter/printer — 11x17, color

Wood chairs with upholstered seats
for use around conference table

For more information, contact us at 970-263-
5443. Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.
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