
In the autumn of last year, 
Mesa Land Trust culmi-
nated a two-year effort with 
the completion of a  
conservation agreement 
that protects a scenic his-
toric ranch along the Colo-
rado River.  The 170 acre 
property is surrounded by 
public lands and visible 
from a popular trail. 
 
If ever a ranch’s name  
depicted its history,  the 
Horsethief Canyon Ranch 
is it.  The entrance to the 
ranch is bottlenecked tight 
between the Colorado 
River and steep bluffs above.  Lore has it 
that in the late 1800’s cattle rustlers and 
horse thieves would funnel their livestock 
booty into this remote and unknown hide-
out to escape detection. 
 
Immediately before the Colorado River ex-
its the state, it twists and turns through a 
rugged, red-rocked and high-rimmed sand-
stone canyon.  At the entrance to the can-
yon on an isolated alluvial bench deposited 
by eons of meandering river action sits the 
Horsethief Canyon Ranch – the last work-
ing ranch on the Colorado River before it 
crosses into Utah. 
 
After being homesteaded in the late 1800’s 
the property fell into the hands of a wealthy 
Ouray silver mine baron, George Hurlbert.  
A skilled stone mason, Frank Knowles, was 
immediately employed to construct an 
elaborate stone block mansion above the 
river flood line, built with rock quarried 
from the property.  Over the decades the  

mansion fell into disrepair and finally aban-
donment.  But now, after a tremendous res-
toration effort, this stately ranch mansion 
once again stands amongst the irrigated 
green pastures and the red cliff backdrop. 
 
Today, the ranch’s isolation and remoteness 
help maintain its appearance much the same 
as it looked to the rustlers over a hundred 
years ago.  Spanning well over a mile of 
Colorado River frontage, the property  
offers undisturbed riverside habitat enjoyed 
by uncounted boaters, rafters and canoeists 
as they float their way past this geological 
gem.   The ancient cottonwood galleries 
provide home for a plethora of wildlife – 
deer, beaver, wild turkey, raptors, coyotes 
and bobcats thrive on the property.   
 
The current ranch management is investing 
heavily into habitat restoration.  Great pro-
gress has been made removing harmful in-
vasive plant species – tamarisk, Russian 

(Continued on page 3) 

Horsethief Protected! 
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Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat and scenic open spaces  
in and around Mesa County... today and for future generations. 
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  From the Desk of the Executive Director 
In our age of digital cameras, watching 
an image appear on photographic paper 
in a dark room is quickly becoming a 
quaint memory from an earlier time.  I 
love my 4 megapixel Kodak, but I will 
miss the thrill of seeing light and 
shadow emerge on a blank white sheet.  
Fortunately, watching the progress of 
the Land Trust offers a similar experi-
ence.  Each completed conservation 
agreement adds detail to a developing 
picture of protected lands in our  
community. 
 
In 2005, Mesa Land Trust completed 12 
agreements covering nearly 1,000 acres.   
As a whole, these accomplishments 
combine with over 43,000 previously 
conserved acres to bring into focus a 
portrait of protected farms, ranches, and 
other scenic places.  Individually, each 
agreement protects invaluable natural 
lands across the community.  You can 
learn more about a few of these projects 

in these pages.  We will share more  
details in upcoming months. 
 
This work is only possible due to gener-
ous support of donors, landowners, and 
forward-thinking agencies.  Words truly 
cannot express our gratitude for all that 
you make possible.  Thank you. 
 
Just six weeks into the new year, we 
have already completed our first  
conservation agreement of 2006.  We 
are working with literally dozens of 
landowners and many of these discus-
sions will no doubt result in additional 
protected lands. 
 
And while future generations won’t 
have a clue about photographic print-
making, they will be able to enjoy for 
themselves the picture of conserved 
natural lands that we are creating today 
in Mesa County.�

� Rob Bleiberg�
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Board of Directors 

 
H. Lee Ambrose 

Barney Barnett 

Dr. Victor Bernhard 

Miffie Blozvich, Secretary 

John Butler, Field  
Representative 

Blaine Derrick 

Nancy Ellyson 

Thea Chase Gilman, Treasurer 

Van Graham 

Deedee Gale Mayer 

Skip Mottram 

Chris Muhr 

John Pabst, Vice President 

William D. Prakken 

Mel Rettig, President 

Gus Sublette 

Nancy Wilson 

 

Emeritus Directors 

Elvis Guin 

Mike Mechau 

Ivan Wood 

 
 

Staff  
 

Rob Bleiberg, Executive 
Director 

 
Steven Acquafresca, Land 

Protection Specialist 
 

Diana Cort, Development & 
Program Associate 

 
Loralie Jensen, Program 

Assistant 
 

Margie Latta, Land  
Protection Specialist 

 
Ilana Moir, CCT Fellow 

 
Doris Butler, Bookkeeper 

Emeritus 

Since joining the 
Mesa Land Trust 
Board just nine 
months ago, Nancy 
Wilson has already 
proven herself to be  
invaluable.  She also 
serves on the Board  
Development and 
Marketing & Fund-
raising Committees.    
 
Nancy is an enthusi-
astic volunteer and 
contributes her time 
and talents in many 

ways, including working and planning spe-
cial events, fearlessly making requests for 
support, and participating in easement stew-
ardship monitoring. She was instrumental in 
the success of the Founders Dinner.   

“The knowledge that these beautiful agricul-
tural lands and wildlife habitat will stay like 
they are forever—and the satisfaction of 
doing something for the community that is 
lasting” are among Nancy’s reasons for  
supporting the Land Trust and joining the 
Board.  
 
She also says that while “there is a huge 
learning curve in understanding how conser-
vation agreements and the Land Trust work, 
the Board has been very welcoming and 
friendly—it’s a real joy and I love it”. 
 
Nancy has lived in Grand Junction since 
1975.  Between she and her husband Bob, 
they have 6 children and 7 grandchildren.  
Saying she “loves birds and flowers,” Nancy 
is also a Master Gardner and very active 
with the local Audubon Society. 

Board Spotlight:  Nancy Wilson 



In the closing weeks of 2005, Ralph and Josephine 
Lawson, long-time Glade Park ranchers, capped nearly 
5 decades of land stewardship with the donation of a 
conservation easement.  The agreement with Mesa Land 
Trust protects their 160 acre working ranch. 
 
Tucked away under the north shadow of Pinyon Mesa 
and almost entirely surrounded by public lands, the  
irrigated ranch property has co-existed with 
impressive wildlife resources for many years.  
A lifetime of hard work and personal com-
mitment has transformed Ralph and Jo Law-
son’s  ranch property into a remarkable and 
productive operation that has returned to its 
owners a lifetime of sustenance and spiritual 
rewards. “The Mesa Land Trust is proud to 
receive this easement donation, in perpetuity, 
on behalf of our community and supporters,” 
said Steve Acquafresca, MLT Land Protec-
tion Specialist. 
 
The Lawsons have owned and ranched their 
Glade Park property since 1957.  In addition 
to farming, irrigating and putting up hay each 
of the last forty-eight years, the Lawsons 
have successfully nurtured a herd of registered 
Hereford and Angus cattle on the property.  The place 
has provided a lifetime of both hard work and fulfilling 
enjoyment for Ralph and Jo and their family.  Their 
children grew up on and around the property, benefiting 
from a youth spent in the great outdoors.  Now grown, 
the kids continue to work and enjoy the ranch with their 
parents and plan to do so for many years to come. 
 
At different times of the year, the Lawson property 
plays host to some of Glade Park’s formidable trophy 
elk herd.  These majestic animals find refuge on the 
ranch and are known to wallow around in the ranch 
ponds without fear of being disturbed.  In addition to 

large and small mammals and their natural predators, 
the property is believed to be historic habitat of the  
imperiled Gunnison Sage Grouse.  Although grouse 
have not been seen on the Lawson Ranch years, they  
are found nearby.  The Colorado Division of Wildlife 
identifies this property as possessing the natural attrib-
utes of geography and vegetation for potential grouse 
habitat in the future.   

All of the Lawson family members continue to enjoy 
this wonderful outdoor asset.  Ralph says, “Putting the 
conservation easement in place provides certainty and 
security for the future of the property”.  He and Jo  
emphasize that they feel good knowing the conservation 
easement assures that their property will always exist in 
the future just as it has throughout their lifetimes.  “It is 
nothing less than immensely rewarding for the Mesa 
Land Trust, its members and many supporters to have 
played a role in helping the Lawson’s protect their 
beautiful ranch property for today, tomorrow and  
Beyond,” said Steve Acquafresca.   
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olive and Russian knapweed.  Reseeding with desirable 
grasses and broadleaves is proving successful.  The cul-
tivated portion of the ranch produces ever-increasing 
harvests of high-quality hay crops in the summer and 
offers grazing for livestock at other times of the year. 

These types of long-term improvements do not come 
without significant capital investment and a lot of hard 
work and sweat on the part of the current owner and 
ranch managers.  But the resource dividends are show-
ing themselves in a big way and the Mesa Land Trust is 
privileged to play a stewardship role in this conserva-
tion project. 

(Horsethief, continued from page 1) 
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Love for their Land Motivates Glade Park Ranchers 



The final celebration of our 25th Anniversary year was 
a Founders Dinner, held on November 11 at Two Riv-
ers Winery.  Almost 80 people enjoyed the event hon-
oring those who had the vision to begin the Mesa Land 
Trust in 1980 and worked so diligently to maintain and 
expand it from 
an all-volunteer 
organization to 
the current staff 
of six.  Among 
them, they have 
contributed over 
100 years of  
service to this 
organization and 
the future of our  
community. 
 
The evening  
included a cock-
tail hour, excel-
lent  food by Omar’s Catering, and  Jeff Pine provided 
music. A brief presentation followed describing the 
Land Trust’s beginnings and accomplishments. The 
founders were then recognized individually by past 
president Lee Ambrose and were presented framed 
photos of protected properties, taken by Steve Wenger.   

Said Executive Director Rob Bleiberg, “It is a privilege 
and honor to be able to recognize the founders tonight.  
For decades they have contributed immeasurable hours, 
they have lead by example, and much of their work has 
been done in relative obscurity.”    

 
Special thanks 
go to those 
whose generos-
ity helped make 
the event  a  
success.  Bob & 
Billie Witham 
donated the use 
of Two Rivers 
Winery for the 
evening.   Vic 
& Suzan Bern-
hard, Williams 
Turner & 
Holmes PC, and 

Talbott Farms underwrote the event. Carlson Vineyards 
and Plum Creek Cellars provided additional wine.  
Tyler Nason coordinated audio-visual. And emeritus 
Board member Elvis Guin donated two Persian carpets 
for a silent auction; winning bidders were Chris Muhr 
and Tinker Barnett. 

Dinner Honors Mesa Land Trust Founders   
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The Mesa County Community Separator Area Project, 
commonly known as the Buffer Program, is entering its 
6th year and has really taken flight. The Buffer Program 
was created to conserve rural lands and a separation be-
tween the Grand Valley’s municipalities and with each 
new conservation agreement we are moving closer to 
that goal.   
 
To start the new year off right, we’ve just closed on our 
20th conservation easement, forever protecting a beauti-
ful agricultural property with a ¼ mile of riverfront cor-
ridor along the Colorado River.  Thanks to the fantastic 
partnership between Mesa County, the cities of Grand 
Junction, Fruita and Palisade, and the Mesa Land Trust, 
this innovative program has resulted in permanent pro-
tection of more than 800 acres of vital farm ground, im-
portant wildlife habitat and beautiful open space areas.  
Landowners who participate in this voluntary program 

reap the many benefits including permanent land protec-
tion while still owning and living on the land.   Tax in-
centives for any donated portions have also helped boost 
the program’s popularity.   
 
Last December, the program received a $216,800 grant 
from the Great Outdoors Colorado Open Space Program 
(funds from lottery dollars) to complete two more ease-
ments that should come to fruition this year.  Other fund-
ing sources include grants from the Natural Resources 
Conservation and local dollars which are provided by the 
municipal partners.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about the Buffer 
Program, please contact Margie Latta, Land Protection 
Specialist with MLT.  Margie can be reached at (970) 
464-5750 or via email at margie@mesalandtrust.org. 
 

Buffer Program Spreading it Wings 



 

Jamie and Kristin Lummis 
Larry Meens 
Diane Myers 
Dean and Diane Nelson 
Farlie Pearl and Patrick Kiernan 
Paul and Barbara Preston 
William and Wanda Putnam 
Lynette and Tom Richardson 
Aileen Roberts Lotz 
Alice Shane 
Wayne and Joyce Smith 
Vicki and Max Stites 
Helen Traylor 
Robert Wagner 
Lenna and Steve Watson 
Anne Wenzel and David Miller 
 

Supporter 
Ivan Alkes 
Alison Bailey 
Orville and Frances Boge 
Sr. Anne Brost and Sr. Mary Glenn 
Bob and Judy Bubel 
Belle and Tom Chesnick 
Paul and Robin Conway 
Paul Cooper 
Gary and Deborah Dawes 
Matthew and Angela Deeths 
Matthew Diers 
Richard and Aylene Gerhardt 
Amy Golden and Robert Goodson 
Daryl and Kristi Haan 
Doug and Kathryn Hovde 
John and Jackie Howard 
Phil and Virginia Jessen 
Dave and Becky Karisny 
Edwin L Krebs CPA 
Corry Latta 
Andrea and Mike Leak 
Lanny McCormick 
Kathleen McGinley 
Franklin and Maureen Moore 
Rich and Pam Nicholls 
Greg and Christie Robson 
Tim and Allison Sarmo 
Karl and Gailen Schmidt 
Buzz and C.J. Schoenbeck 
Hubert and Shirley Snyder 
Peter Trosclair 
David and Lauree Turner 
Christine Tuthill 
Neville Woodruff 

 
Member 

Daniel and Sherri Arosteguy 
Virginia Beemer and Ande Peterson 
Bruce and Vicki Benge 
Forest and Terri Binder 
Martin and Sylvia Bingham 
Angie Charlesworth 
Bobbie and LaDonna Church 
James and Barbara Corson 
Frances Crowell 
Liz Elam 
Chuck Emmons and Dorothy Puglisi 
Randal and Mary France 
Mary Geer 
Marge and Tom Gleason 
Craig and Lauren Goodknight 
Martha and David Graf 
Mike Grode 
Elizabeth Harris 
Dave Hull and Sandie Cooper 
Suzanne Jones 
Kirsten Kurath and Derall Willis 
Bob and Gloria Kuzma 
Mary Lou Martin 
Dorothy McNeese 
Fini Oharek 
Walt and Sue Orloff 

R.C. Ringstrand 
Angie Salazar 
Deb Scenters 
Stephanie Schmid 
Melvin and Donna Scott 
Gary and Giselle Smith 
Suwannee Smith 
Cindy Southway 
Bob and Jane Spears 
Nancy Terrill 
Phyllis Turner 
Greg and Diana Walcher 
Sven and Sarah Wedekin 
Stephen and Jeanne Wenger 
Jess Young 

 
BUSINESS ALLIANCE  

MEMBERS 
 

Copper 
Lyme Timber Co—Peter Stein 
Rare Earth Science—Jim Armstrong 

 
SPECIAL GIFTS 

 

Robert and Holly Brownson 
Allan Beezley, PC—In honor of the Founders 
Chamberlin Architects 
James and Anne Coil—In memory of  
  Robert Burch 
Gary and Deborah Dawes—In the names of  
  Lucy Graham & Paul Padyk, John Gribben &  
  Andrea Janke, Bonnie Armsby, Laura Green,  
  Sharon Cyriacks, Kathleen Nored, Karen  
  Seeley, Dan Thomas, and Victoria Wagner 
Ed and Frances Ellinwood—In honor of  
  the Founders 
Robert and Sally Hahn—In honor of Nancy  
  Wilson 
Joni Hernandez—In honor of  VG Wubben,  
  Ward Wubben, Paul Townsend and Betty  
  Wubben 
Tom Latousek & Eve Malanowski—In honor  
  of the Founders 
Jim and Jan Steffensen—In honor of  Chuck  
  and Kathy Armitage 
Mark Weston—In honor of the Founders 

 
FOUNDERS DINNER 

 

Gene and Diane Admire 
Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Barney and Tinker Barnett 
Miffie Blozvich 
Bennett Boeschenstein and Elizabeth  Rowan 
Geri Eastman 
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 
Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek 
Bill Gay 
Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilman 
Van and Mary Ann Graham 
Elvis Guin 
Chris Herrman 
Darlene Holmes 
Anita Johnson 
Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Chris Muhr 
Rich and Pam Nichols 
John and Cathey Pabst 
Verda Patterson 
Tom , Benita, Gin and Sara Phillips 
Bill and Judy Prakken 
Mel and Maurine Rettig 
Tom and Lynette Richardson 
Cindy Richardson 
Jack and Jan Roberts 
Steve and Sue Samuelson 
Mike and Jean Sewell 
Gus and Gwen Sublette 
Greg and Diana Walcher 
Bob and Nancy Wilson 
 

We recognize below those gifts received 
from November 1, 2005 through  

February 7, 2006 (since our last newsletter). 
If we have omitted or misspelled your 

name,  please accept our apology and let  
us know about our mistake!   

 
PRIVATE GRANTS 

 

Home Loan Community Betterment  
  Foundation 
Ruth Hutchins Charitable Lead Trust 
Quimby Family Fund—WCCF 
Sorenson Family Foundation 
Tax Credit Connection, LLC 
Wilson Family Foundation 
 

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP  
FUND DONORS 

Great Outdoors Colorado 
Mesa County, City of Grand Junction, City  
  of Fruita, Town of Palisade 
Ralph and Josephine Lawson 
Mike and Blakely Mechau 

 
MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Benefactor 
 

Steve Bacon 
Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs 
Phyllis Brownson 
Constance Erhard 
Casey Smith and Nancy Strippel 
 

Patron 

Chris Brooks and Marion Reid 
Dr. Chris Clark 
Ross and Nancy Hoffman 
Danny Rosen 
Ivan and Jane Wood 
 

Donor 

Robert Anthony 
Arnie and Karen Butler 
Lit duPont 
Susanne Feller and Toni Davison 
Hawk Greenway 
Bill and Barbara Hill 
Tom Latousek and Eva Malanowski 
Walt and Lucy Morrison 
Gudrun Rice and Charles Kerr 
Jack and Jan Roberts 
Charles and Cheryl Roy 
Dr. Larry Tice 
John and Pamela Waage 
Joan and Thomas Woodward 
 

Friend 

Lawrence and Ruthmary Allison 
Samuel Baseler 
Marcia K Bilbao MD 
Myles and Anne Brown 
Thomas and Janet Cameron 
Don and Carol Campbell 
Clay and Harriet Carpenter 
William and Amy Davis 
Bob and Kate Denning 
Kenneth and Linda Edwards 
Abbott and Joan Fay 
Keith Fife and Kathy Portner 
Liz and Ivan Geer 
Russell and Julie Gillis 
Bill and Mary Graham 
Donald Gutentag and Traci Simms 
Richard Hecker 
Mark and Sara Hermundstad 
Bill and Jill Hilty 
Jay and Sheila Hosburgh 
Elizabeth Inskeep and Christian Mueller 
Fred Jones 
Kristine and Gregg Kampf 
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50 FRIENDS  
of MESA LAND TRUST  

CAMPAIGN  
 

We are happy to  
report a growing list  

of 50 Friends partners! 
 

We invite you to join this  
special group of investors in 

our community.   
 

Your 3 year commitment of  
$500, $1,000, or more  

will support  
land protection work  

that will pay dividends  
for generations to come. 

 
Please contact our office for 

more information. 
 
 

50 FRIENDS  
 

Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa County 
H. Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 

Allan Beezley, PC 
Rob Bleiberg 

Miffie Blozvich 
Tom Burke; Burke Construction 

John and Doris Butler 
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard 

Parker and Mary Carlson 
In memory of Mary Alice Derrick 

Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 
George and Gayle Gerson 

Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilman 
Pat and Ruth Gormley 

Elvis Guin 
Chris Herrman 

Brian and Linda Mahoney 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Skip and Della Mottram 

Chris Muhr 
Jan Muyskens 

Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek 
John and Cathey Pabst 
Doug and Sue Phillips 
Bill and Judy Prakken 

Steve Rash 
Mel and Maurine Rettig 
Steve and Sue Samuelson 

Mike and Jean Sewell 
Jerry and Maxine Silberman 

Gus and Gwen Sublette 
Harry and Bonnie Talbott 

Allan Wise and Susan Treece 
Robert and Nancy Wilson 
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Membership Levels 
$1,000 or more  Benefactor 
$500-$999  Patron 
$250-$499  Donor 
$100-$249  Friend 
$50-$99  Supporter 
$25-$49  Member 

 
Business Alliance 

$1,000 or more  Gold 
$500-$999  Silver 
$250-$499  Bronze 
$100-$249  Copper 
 
 

Consider contributing 
 to Mesa Land Trust! 

 
To join, renew, or send a contribution, 
send in the form at right along with your 
payment.  Please keep in mind the 
following categories when donating.  We 
appreciate your support! 

 
Other ways you can contribute: 

 
Stock.  A gift of appreciated stock 
provides you with the additional benefit 
of making a contribution to the Land 
Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on 
appreciated assets. 
 
Matching Gifts.  If your employer has a 
matching gifts program, your 
contributions to MLT can be doubled. 
 
Bequest.  A bequest is a wonderful way 
to create a lasting land legacy.   A simple 
provision in your will can help us fulfill 
our mission  while decreasing your heirs’ 
estate tax. 

 
Contribution of in-kind items and 
services.  We would greatly appreciate 
any of the following: 
 
�� Map plotter/printer – 11x17 format 
�� Padded folding chairs 
�� Lightweight folding table  
�� Office supplies such as copy paper 
�� Digital camera, 4+ megapixel 
 
 
For more information, contact us at 970-464-
5750.  Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

�

A Publication of the  
Mesa County Land Conservancy 
d.b.a. Mesa Land Trust 
P.O. Box 1246 
Palisade, CO 81526 
Tel:  970.464.5750 
Fax:  970.464.7264. 
E-mail:  info@mesalandtrust.org 
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