
In 2006, Mesa Land Trust en-
joyed its most productive year 
ever.  The organization com-
pleted a record 20 land protec-
tion agreements, preserving 
3,867 acres worth well over 
$5 million.  The Land Trust 
now holds 118 conservation 
easements protecting 48,068 
acres. 
 
These protected lands include 
everything from orchards and 
vineyards in Palisade to aspen 
and sage-grouse habitat atop 
Pinyon Mesa, from ranchland 
in Plateau Valley to stunning vistas in 
Unaweep Canyon, from the Colorado and 
Gunnison Rivers to the redrock of Glade 
Park.   
 
The statistics below only tell a small part 
of the story, but will give a snapshot of 
the scope of the organization’s accom-
plishments this year. 
 
In the Grand Valley, 8 conservation 
agreements protected 277 acres.  Five of 
these were in the Community Separator 
Areas, which reached a milestone with 
over 1,000 acres now permanently con-
served. (see page 4).  Around Palisade the 
Land Trust made progress towards its 
goal of protecting a critical mass of agri-
cultural land.  Near Loma, the conserva-
tion of a 35 acre parcel at the gateway to 
the popular Kokopelli Trail mountain 
bike area ensures that recreationists will 
be greeted by scenic views of the rugged 
Black Ridge canyons. 
 

On Glade Park, 2,694 acres were con-
served through 5 projects, including 160 
acres near the Glade Park store, adjacent 
to other protected properties.  Please see 
page 4 for the story of one of Glade 
Park’s longtime ranchers and her efforts 
to preserve her family’s legacy. 
 
In Plateau Valley, 3 landowners con-
served 366 acres of ranchland and wild-
life habitat.  All of these are adjacent to 
other conserved lands, creating large 
blocks of open property. 
 
And in the Whitewater/Unaweep Canyon 
area, 530 acres were protected through 4 
projects.  They include a historic orchard 
along the Gunnison River and ranches in 
the scenic heart of Unaweep Canyon. 
 
“Now more than ever, it is critical to  
conserve our threatened natural lands,” 
said Rob Bleiberg, Executive Director of 
the Land Trust.  “We look forward to 
building on these successes in 2007.” 

2006 a Record Year for Conservation 
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Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat and scenic open spaces  
in and around Mesa County... today and for future generations. 
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After a flurry of year-end activity, we 
now have a little time to catch our breath 
and look back at 2006.  What we see is 
the Mesa Land Trust’s most productive 
year ever in terms of conservation pro-
jects.  The numbers are impressive:  20 
conservation agreements; 3,800+ acres 
protected; over $5 million of conserva-
tion easement value secured. 
 
The diversity of conserved lands is im-
pressive too.  Name a favorite landscape 
in Mesa County and, odds are, we pro-
tected a piece of it in 2006.  Habitat along 
the Colorado River, ranchland in Un-
aweep Canyon or on Glade Park, Grand 
Valley farmland, Palisade orchards and 
Plateau Valley wildlife lands are all rep-
resented in our portfolio of properties 
protected in 2006.  The places truly repre-
sent the breadth and beauty of Mesa 
County’s natural environment. 
 
Through the course of the year we met 
individuals and families whose passion to 
protect their land, and our community’s 
heritage, truly inspired us.  We don’t 
have space to share all of the stories that 
moved us in 2006, but please do take a 
moment to read about the Aubert family 
on Page 3.  We will feature other con-
served lands in the future. 
 

Many of these families conserve their 
property for the same reason you and I 
choose the live in western Colorado.  
Open meadows covered in lupine offer a 
sense of freedom and exhilaration.  Red-
rock canyon walls can inspire mystery 
and wonder.  Working farms and ranches 
remind us of our fortune to live in a place 
where the ‘rat race’ refers to the other 
side of the mountains. And seeing peach 
tree limbs bowed by the weight of a 
heavy, ripe crop makes our lives a little 
richer (not to mention sweeter!)   Collec-
tively, these landscapes connect us to 
something bigger and more lasting than 
ourselves. 
 
For landowners who protect their proper-
ties, these feelings also include a deep 
commitment to the land and a powerful 
sense of stewardship.  We are fortunate to 
have among us neighbors who express 
these emotions through conservation 
agreements that will benefit all of us, now 
and for generations to come. 
 
The Land Trust staff and board are grate-
ful for the generosity and vision of the 
many landowners we partnered with in 
the past year, as well as the contributors 
who helped make our work and successes 
possible in 2006.�

� Rob Bleiberg�
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  From the Desk of the Executive Director 

STAFF UPDATE:   
 
With his election in November to the 
Mesa County Board of County Commis-
sioners, Steve Acquafresca has left his 
position as aLand Protection Specialist at 
the Land Trust.   
 
In his 4 years here, Steve brought many 
significant projects to fruition, focusing 
primarily on properties on Glade Park, as 
well as along the Colorado River and  in 
Plateau Valley.  He capped off his tenure 
with completion of the 1,865-acre Van 
Loan easement on Glade Park in June. 
 
Steve was also active in statewide policy 

issues, working to increase accountability 
and the quality of conservation projects.  
His efforts spearheading revisions of the 
Colorado Conservation Tax Credit will 
result in greater land protection relative to 
cost. 
 
We thank Steve for all his work on behalf 
of the Land Trust and wish him great  
success in his new endeavor. 
 
Ilana Moir, in her second year as a CCT 
Fellow, has taken over Steve’s responsi-
bilities on an interim basis. She is a great 
asset and has already completed many 
successful projects. 
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When Maxine Aubert permanently protected 415 
acres of breath-taking land atop Pinyon Mesa through 
a conservation agreement with Mesa Land Trust this 
past December, she did more than conserve a  
beautiful place that provides outstanding wildlife 
habitat.  She also preserved her family’s heritage,  
creating a legacy for her descendants and future  
generations of Mesa 
County residents.  
 
The property extends 
from the Glade Park 
unit of the Grand 
Mesa National Forest 
south towards the rim 
of Unaweep Canyon.  
It encompasses the 
headwaters of North 
Lobe Creek and con-
sists of rolling hills, 
sage-snowberry  
meadows, stands of 
aspen, spruce and fir, 
numerous seeps and a 
mile of willow riparian 
habitat.   
 
To Maxine and her family, the property represents 
generations of diligent work and dedication as early 
Glade Park settlers. A self-described “city girl” from 
Price, Utah, Maxine came to western Colorado with 
her husband August, “Augie,” Aubert.  They met in 
high school in Price, married, and in the following 
spring of 1943, headed to Glade Park for the summer.    
 
Two weeks after leaving Price, Utah, trailing thou-
sands of sheep, the newlyweds, Maxine’s father-in-
law and a handful of shepherds arrived on Glade 
Park.  Their “summer home” was  a small one-room 
cabin  with no amenities and only a dutch oven for 
cooking.  Augie gave Maxine her first lessons in us-
ing the stove, and from then on she was on her own to 
provide meals for the group.  Maxine recalls how the 

first bread she made refused to rise, how she became 
very tired of having potatoes in some form—mashed, 
boiled or fried—and her horror of finding that the 
sheep dog had eaten the roast leg of lamb she set out 
to cool.    As the only young woman at the camp, 
Maxine said the shepherds constantly teased her.  
They scared her so much with stories about bears that 

after her chores, she 
would often sit on the 
roof of the cabin to keep 
an eye out. 
 
In 1946, when Augie 
returned from World 
War II, the Auberts pur-
chased the property now 
conserved by the ease-
ment.  At the height of 
their operation, they had 
over 6,000 sheep.  Trail-
ing sheep from Green 
River to Glade Park 
each spring, and back 
again in the fall, became 
part of the annual cycle 
for the family.   

 
During those days, the cattlemen and sheep herders 
did not get along.  Maxine remembers one spring, 
before the Auberts crossed over the Colorado River 
with their sheep, a cattleman cut the cables on the 
bridge.   Luckily for the Auberts, that night a strong 
wind blew the bridge down before they attempted to 
cross.   
 
During the long summer days, Maxine and the kids 
would ride to different sheep camps, deliver their gro-
ceries and take orders for the next trip to town.  They 
built swings in the trees, fixed fences, set up unprofit-
able lemonade stands on the gravel roads and spent 
weeks on end without any contacts.  Groceries came 
in on mules from the Glade Park store or occasionally 

(Continued on page 4) 

�����
���
���������

Preserving a Family Legacy 
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FEDERAL TAX INCENTIVES REMINDER —Did you know that the Federal tax benefits for donating a conservation  
easement were expanded for tax years 2006 and 2007 only?  For more information, please contact the Mesa Land Trust 

or see the Land Trust Alliance website at www.lta.org/publicpolicy/tax__incentives_resources.htm. 



The Mesa County Community Separator Area  
Project, also known as the Buffer Zone Project, is 
making a permanent mark on Mesa County, and 
Mesa Land Trust couldn’t be happier.  The Project 
partners,  Mesa County, Fruita, Grand Junction and 
Palisade, are pleased to announce that more than 
1,000 acres of ground have been protected forever 
within the community separator areas.  
 
The properties consist of prime farm ground, wildlife 
habitat and open space. The project that began in 
2000 has picked up momentum each year reaching 
an overall high of 5 new easements in 2006  
totaling 223 acres.  The last easement  
completed in 2006 puts the actual number at 
1027 acres. 
 
This is an important milestone for the buffer 
zone project and speaks loudly of the desire of 
Mesa County residents to maintain their high 
quality of life.  Our community is a highly de-
sirable place to live and is being discovered at 
record pace.  For this reason and many others, 
such as protecting riverfront habitat, scenic  
vistas, farmland and open space, the Buffer 
Zone project is critical to the residents of Mesa 
County. 
 
There are two Buffer Zones in Mesa County; 
one between Fruita and Grand Junction and the 

other between Grand Junction and Palisade.  These 
zones were created to help maintain separateness  
between our municipalities and preserve some of 
Mesa County’s agricultural heritage. 
 
As we move into another year, the buffer zone  
project continues to pick up steam.  More and more 
landowners are lining up to participate in this unique 
program.  Don’t pass up your chance to participate!    
For a map and more information on the Buffer 
Zones, please visit our website at 
www.mesalandtrust.org.  Call Margie Latta at  
263-5443 to discuss your property. 

 

Buffer Zones Exceed 1,000 Acres 
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from Unaweep Canyon.  After one such trip, a crate with dozens of eggs sat on Maxine’s small kitchen table.  
Maxine moved the table to sweep and one of the legs gave out. The eggs, having survived a mule trip from 
Unaweep Canyon, fell to the floor and “Glub, glub, glub, they disappeared between the floorboards,” said 
Maxine with a chuckle. 
 
For 55 years the Auberts made the trip to Glade Park every summer, eventually transitioning from sheep to 
cattle.  In October of 1998 Augie passed away and left a beautiful property and many happy memories to his 
family.  A more modern cabin now stands on the property with beautiful views of the La Sal Mountains.  The 
family still raises cattle and enjoys holidays and times in summer at the cabin.  
 
Maxine knows just how hard they all worked and how much they sacrificed to acquire such a beautiful prop-
erty.  Given the chance, she said she would do it all over again without a moment’s hesitation.  By conserving 
this property, Maxine hopes to share the rich history and the beauty of the land with her grandchildren and fu-
ture generations.  “If you sell the land, the money will eventually be gone,” Maxine said, “but by keeping it 
and protecting it, you will always have it.”  And to Maxine and her husband Augie, the land was their life. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Copper 
James Grisier, CPA 
Lyme Timber Co. 
Gay Johnson’s Inc. 

 
 

   
   

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 
Barney and Tinker Barnett 
Robert and Holly Brownson 
Dusty Dunbar and Steven Bolton 
Jack and Beverly Kingsley 
Don and Shirley Kramer 
Virginia LaCrone 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Bob and Juanita Moston 
Larry Reeves 
Steve and Sue Samuelson 
Bill and Jeanne Sisson 
Jack and Duna Stephens 
Dan and Connie Whalen 
Nancy and Robert Wilson 
In honor of Nancy Wilson—Robert and   
   Sally Hahn 
In honor of the marriage of Angie Gao   
   and Michael Kuzminski—Joni Hernandez 
In memory of Joe Gerrans—Bob and Jean  
   Hoover 
In honor of Blaine Derrick—Mike and   
   Blakely Mechau 
In memory of Joan Wendland—Wes  
   Wendland 
 

 
 

 
PRIVATE GRANTS 

Agua Fund 
Colorado Conservation Trust 
Lost Man Foundation 
Quimby Family Fund—WCCF 
Sorenson Family Foundation 
Western Colorado Community Foundation 
Wilson Family Foundation 
 
 

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP  
FUND DONORS 

Leona Alber 
Richard and Cindy Hansen 
William and Crystal Hansen 
Mesa County, City of Grand Junction, City  
   of Fruita, Town of Palisade 
Steve and Anne Meyer 
Sara Ransford 
David and Melinda Tredway 
Jay and Dori Van Loan 
Tom Warnes 
Allan Wise and Susan Treece 

 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 
Benefactor 

Steve Bacon 
Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs 
Phyllis Brownson 
Ken Johnson 
Danny Rosen 

 
Patron 

Maxine Albers 
Chris Brooks and Marion Reid 
Dr. Chris Clark 
Constance Erhard 
Jack and Jan Roberts 
John and Pamela Waage 
Ivan and Jane Wood 
Joan and Tom Woodward 
Bob and Joan Young 

 
Donor 

Robert Anthony 
James and Janet Comerford 
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Lucy Graham and Paul Padyk 
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Thanks to our Supporters! 

 
50 FRIENDS  

of MESA LAND TRUST  
CAMPAIGN  

 
We are happy to  

report a growing list  
of 50 Friends partners! 

 
We invite you to join this  

special group of investors in 
our community.   

 
Your 3 year commitment of  

$500, $1,000, or more  
will support  

land protection work  
that will pay dividends  

for generations to come. 
 

Please contact our office for 
more information. 

 
50 FRIENDS  

 
Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa County 

H. Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 

Allan Beezley, PC 
Rob Bleiberg 

Miffie Blozvich 
Tom Burke; Burke Construction 

John and Doris Butler 
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Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 
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Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilman 
Pat and Ruth Gormley 

Elvis Guin 
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Brian and Linda Mahoney 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Skip and Della Mottram 

Chris Muhr 
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Jerry and Maxine Silberman 
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Harry and Bonnie Talbott 
Allan Wise and Susan Treece 

Robert and Nancy Wilson 
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We recognize the following gifts received 
from October 11, 2006 through January 

30, 2007 (since our last newsletter). 
 

If we have omitted or misspelled your 
name,  please accept our apology and let  

us know about our mistake!   

Great thanks to Lincoln 
Cabinets and Harry  
Talbott for our new con-
ference table!  The folks at 
Lincoln Cabinets in Pali-
sade (Tim and Curt Lincoln, 
Derrell Lindsey, Paul Dar-
rah, Caroline Pree and Ben 
Nara; contact at 464-0467) 
generously discounted their 
labor rate and Harry Talbot 
made a donation to the 
Land Trust to cover materi-
als and labor to build a 
beautiful 10’x4’ Cherry 
table to replace the folding 
tables we have been using.   



Membership Levels 
$1,000 or more  Benefactor 
$500-$999  Patron 
$250-$499  Donor 
$100-$249  Friend 
$50-$99  Supporter 
$25-$49  Member 

 
Business Alliance 

$1,000 or more  Gold 
$500-$999  Silver 
$250-$499  Bronze 
$100-$249  Copper 
 
 

Consider contributing 
 to Mesa Land Trust! 

 
To join, renew, or send a contribution, 
send in the form at right along with your 
payment.  Please keep in mind the 
following categories when donating.  We 
appreciate your support! 

 
Other ways you can contribute: 

 
Stock.  A gift of appreciated stock 
provides you with the additional benefit 
of making a contribution to the Land 
Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on 
appreciated assets. 
 
Matching Gifts.  If your employer has a 
matching gifts program, your 
contributions to MLT can be doubled. 
 
Bequest.  A bequest is a wonderful way 
to create a lasting land legacy.   A simple 
provision in your will can help us fulfill 
our mission  while decreasing your heirs’ 
estate tax. 

 
Contribution of in-kind items and 
services.  We would greatly appreciate 
any of the following: 
 
�� Digital camera, 4+ megapixel 
 
�� Map plotter/printer – 11x17, color 
 
�� Wood/upholstered chairs for use 

around conference table 
 
 
 
For more information, contact us at 970-263-
5443.  Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

�
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Mesa County Land Conservancy 
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Grand Junction, CO 81501 
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E-mail:  info@mesalandtrust.org 
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