Protecting the ranches, farms, wildlife habitat aswbnic open spaces
in and around Mesa County... today and for futueeerations.
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1,865-acre Glade Park Ranch Conserved

Thanks to a conservation
agreement between the
Mesa Land Trust and
third-generation Glade
Park cattle ranchers Jay &
Dori Van Loan, 1,865
acres of important habitat
and ranchland is now pe
manently conserved. Th
Van Loan ranch has bee
in operation since the |
1920's.

The land provides critical
habitat for the imperiled
Gunnison sage grouse,
including active lek sites. In addition to  Great Outdoors Colorado, the Colorado
the ranch headquarters and its irrigated Division of Wildlife and Colorado Con-
fields on the Colorado/Utah state line, theservation Trust provided funding. The
easement includes a large area on Pinonproject enjoyed strong support from the
Mesa. Both sections are adjacent to pubDivision of Wildlife, who is working with
lic lands and other protected properties, Glade Park landowners to protect and en-
and also preserves summer and winter hance habitat for the Gunnison sage
range for deer and elk. grouse, and support from elected officials.
“l am pleased to celebrate this conserva-
“This project is important because it both tion accomplishment and congratulate the
conserves our community’s agricultural Van Loans, Great Outdoors Colorado, the
heritage and it protects habitat for a bird Division of Wildlife, and Mesa Land
found nowhere else on earth except for aTrust,” said Mesa County Commissioner
few counties in western Colorado and  Tillie Bishop.
eastern Utah,” said Executive Director
Rob Bleiberg. Mesa County’s State Representative
Bernie Buescher added, “It is wonderful
The Van Loans also felt strongly about to see state agencies partner with land-
ensuring that the ranch would not be splitowners and a local non-profit organiza-
up for 35-acre development. A compre- tion to conserve our community’s wildlife
hensive management plan will allow theirand agricultural heritage.”
family to continue their successful cattle
operation while providing hope for the = The Van Loans have been instrumental in
grouse’s future as well. advancing land conservation on Glade
(Continued on page 2)
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Investing in a Sustainable Future

Though the last bust is still a not-too dis- Will we learn from our history this time,
tant memory, we shouldn’t be surprised and perhaps make lasting investments in
by the economic boom rolling across our community’s future?

Mesa County. Our history, after all, is

replete with boom-times. Uranium, then One area that demands our attention now
shale, now gas. And we may not have is our investment in green infrastructure.
seen anything yet, with renewed interest As opposed to asphalt and concrete,

in uranium and talk of shale-oil develop- green infrastructure refers to parks, wild-
ment at a scale that challenges the imagilife habitat, scenic open lands, agricul-
nation. tural lands, clean water, trails, etc.

The growth is seen in rapidly appreciat- Now is a critical time to increase our

Thea Chase Gilman, Treasurering real-estate values, month-after-monthcommitment to the natural lands in our
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of double-digit increase in sales tax reve-community. In these economic good
nues over the same period in the previouimes, we as a community have resources
year, and traffic reminiscent of the placesto invest in conservation. Perhaps more
many folks fled in their quest for a better critically, the sprawling growth we are

life here. now experiencing threatens some of our
most important open lands. If we don’t
conserve wildlife habitat today, it may be
covered with rooftops, if not tomorrow,
next year.

Of course, busts follow booms. No one
knows how long the economic good
times will last this go round — two years,
five years, ten years, a decade? In the
meanwhile, our community will change
profoundly, in ways both good and bad.

In the midst of our last boom, a group of
citizens came together to form the Mesa
Land Trust. Twenty-six years and 46,000
Unfortunately, an attitude of ‘Get it while conserved-acres later, we again find our-
the gettin’s good and deal with the conseselves again riding a growing economic
quences later’ characterizes the boom andave. It is imperative that we work to-
bust history of Grand Junction. Instead gether and take care of opportunities now
of investing in a sustainable future when to protect our community’s special natu-
we are flush, we struggle to keep up withral places before this latest wave crashes
explosive growth and then are left to picktoo.
up the pieces when the economic tide

rolls back to sea.

Rob Bleiberg

(Continued from page 1)

Park, helping to form a landowners  we are sure the Land Trust can speak
association to explore land protection for our partners in thanking the Van
options and by placing a conservation Loan family for their vision, persever-
easement on their 463-acre S-Cross ance and generosity.

Ranch along the Little Dolores River
in 1999. The Mesa Land Trust now protects
over 46,000 acres of wildlife habitat
This project is the culmination of sev- and working farm and ranch lands in
eral years of work by all involved and and around Mesa County.
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Fruita Buffer Easement Protects Farm Heritage

Landowners in the Fruita Buffer can now enjoy knowing of birds, ducks and geese throughout the year.

that another 20 acres has been protected forever from de-

velopment. Thanks to Greg and Cindy Duff, their prop- Funding was provided by Great Outdoors Colorado, the

erty at K and 21 Roads will remain viable farm ground foNatural Resources Conservation Service and our Commu-

generations to come. It has a long agricultural history, nity Separator parthers—Mesa County, Grand Junction,

having been farmed for more than 100 years. Fruita and Palisade. 923 acres of farm ground, open space
and wildlife habitat are now protected in the Buffer Zones.

The Duffs have lived on the property since 1992 and are

long-time residents of the valley, both having grown up

here. Greg builds custom Santa Fe style homes, including

their own. Cindy is an artist and her gift for landscaping

can be seen on the property.

The Duffs chose to put their property into a conservation
easement to help keep some of the valley the way they
remembered it growing up. Since Greg’'s work will soon
take them out of the area, they recently put the property up
for sale. But before selling, they wanted some assurances
that it would not be cut up into small lots. Knowing that
their property was connected to other protected properties
made the decision even easier. Their southern boundary
borders Dixie Williams’ farm (the first in the Fruita
Community Separator) and her property connects with two
other protected properties, resulting in more than 250
contiguous acres in this area of the Fruita Buffer.
The Land Trust is thrilled that the Duffs have chosen to
Hunter Wash also runs along the property, providing a protect their property before moving on to another of life’s
greenbelt corridor and habitat for numerous species of adventures. We hope their decision will spark other
wildlife. The Duffs regularly see mule deer, coyote, rac- neighbors to consider land protection. For more informa-
coons, rabbits and even a bear or two in dry years. Twotion, contact Margie Latta at margie@mesalandtrust.org.
small ponds they created on the property attract hundreds

Expanded Federal Tax Incentives for Conservation

Congress has enacted a significant expansion of the fedevéll expire at the end of 2007. However, if a donor quali-
tax incentive for conservation easements, as part of fedéesd under this provision, they can continue to apply its for-
pension bill H.R. 4, signed into law on August 17, 2006.mulas to the amount of their contribution that they carry
The new law: over into years beyond 2007.

Raises the deduction a landowner can take for donating

a conservation easement from 30% of their income ihhe new law also imposed several reasonable reforms to
any year to 50%; help prevent abuse of that incentive, including rules that

Allows qualifying* farmers and ranchers to deduct ugffect the appraisal process.
to 100% of their income E inf i | tact M Land Trust and
Extends the carry-forward period for a donor to take or more information, please contact iiesa tand 1rust an

: . see the Land Trust Alliance website at www.lta.org/
tax deductions for a voluntary conservation agreement,” . ; . )
from 5 to 15 years. publicpolicy/tax_incentives_resources.htm.

Itis i tant t te that thi | i t * The new law defines a farmer or rancher as sometoeeceives
IS Important 1o note tha IS only applies 10 ease- more than 50% of their income from “the trade osibass of farm-

ments donat?d in 2006 and 2007he Land Trust Alli-  jng". The law references an estate tax provisiotetnal Revenue Code
ance is working to make the change permanent, but for (@ 2032A(€)(5)) to define activities that cowst farming.



Board Spotlight: Max Stites

The Land Trust welcomes our newest member of the Regarding his experi-
Board of Directors—Max Stites. On the Board just  ences with the Land
since May, Max has already made valuable contribu- Trust, Max says “I feel |
tions, serving on the Lands and Board Development am absolutely privileged
Committees, assisting with stewardship monitoring vis{o be on the Board of the
its, and helping with the new office and special events.Mesa Land Trust. My
family helped settle the
Max is a retired middle school teacher and received hi’lateau Valley in the
Associate of Arts at Mesa State College and his BA & 1880's and | inherited a
MA at Western State College. His wife Vicki was also rich tradition of respect
a schoolteacher. They have two children, a daughter and love for the land and open space. | see conserva-
who is a 4 grade teacher and a son who is a CO Stateion easements as one of the only practical ways to save
probation officer. what makes Mesa County a wonderful place to live.”

Max has served on the Board of the Mesa State Collegdax went on to say that “during my short time on the
Alumni and is currently on the board of the Grand Board | have been highly impressed by the dedica-
Mesa Christian camp, his church’s board of trustees tion of the staff and have had the opportunity to see
and volunteers in his daughter’s classroom. He also many of the easements in the Glade Park area and the
enjoys fishing, hiking, photography, reading, and gar- Plateau Valley. To say the least, they are beautiful and
dening. offer the hope of more protected lands in the future.”

News and Events

After 25 years in Palisade, MLT moved to downtown spoke at the event—he was not only a co-founder of the

Grand Junction in late June. It was a difficult decisionRiverfront Commission, but lived in the home where

to leave the town in which we were founded, but we MLT is now officed when he was a child.

now are more centrally located for landowners, mem-

bers and partners and have room to grow. We are  On September 24, Sara Ransford hosted our annual

enjoying being in a historic Victorian home that com- potluck at her protected Horsethief Ranch along the

bines the space and functions we need with old- Colorado River in Loma. After several days of rain, we

fashioned charm. were treated to a beautiful blue-sky fall day. About 75
people shared a feast of deep-fried turkey, ice cream,

On September 7, an open house celebration was heldaatd many delicious dishes provided by attendees. It

the new office, with over 100 people attending. We was a fun afternoon and provided the Land Trust an

announced the closing of opportunity to thank our supporters at a property they

a trail easement on Ron helped to preserve and give an update on more recent

& Kathleen Arnett's riv-  accomplishments.

erfront property in the

Palisade buffer, protected We are very thankful to the many individuals and busi-

by a conservation ease- nesses who made contributions or donated goods and

ment in 2004. In partner- services for our office, the open house, and the pot-

ship with Mesa County  luck—please see our contributions section on page 5.

and the Riverfront Foun- Their generosity allows us to direct more resources to

dation, this 1/2 mile cor- protecting the special lands in our community.

ridor will one day pro-

vide an important link in  Lastly, congratulations to Executive Director Rob

the Colorado Riverfront  Bleiberg on his marriage to Sheri Covey on September

Trail. Judge Bill Ela also 14—we wish them many happy years!



50 FRIENDS
of MESA LAND TRUST
CAMPAIGN

We are happy to
report a growing list
of 50 Friends partners!

We invite you to join this
special group of investors i
our community.

Your 3 year commitment of
$500, $1,000, or more
will support
land protection work
that will pay dividends
for generations to come.

Please contact our office fo
more information.

50 FRIENDS

Abstract & Title Co. of Mesa Count
H. Lee and Kay Ambrose
Herb and Laura Bacon
Allan Beezley, PC
Rob Bleiberg

Miffie Blozvich
Tom Burke; Burke Construction
John and Doris Butler
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard
Parker and Mary Carlson
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson
George and Gayle Gerson
Thea Chase Gilman and Neal Gilm
Pat and Ruth Gormley
Elvis Guin
Chris Herrman
Jay Hutchins and Cindy Lomax
Brian and Linda Mahoney
David and Deedee Mayer
Skip and Della Mottram
Chris Muhr
Jan Muyskens
Rebecca Frank and George Orban
John and Cathey Pabst
Doug and Sue Phillips
Bill and Judy Prakken
William and Wanda Putnam
Steve Rash
Mel and Maurine Rettig
Steve and Sue Samuelson
Mike and Jean Sewell
Jerry and Maxine Silberman
Gus and Gwen Sublette
Harry and Bonnie Talbott
Allan Wise and Susan Treece
Robert and Nancy Wilson

y

an Bennett Boeschenstein and Elizabeth Row:

ek

PRIVATE GRANTS
Colorado Conservation Trust
El Pomar—Youth in Community Services
Goodwin Foundation
Ruth P. Hutchins Lead Trust
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation
The Nature Conservancy

EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP
FUND DONORS
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Ruth Corey
George & Nancy Distefano
Greg and Cindy Duff
Great Outdoors Colorado
Tom & Sharon Jordan
Mesa County, City of Grand Junction, City
of Fruita, Town of Palisade
Ed Miller
Jay & Dori VanLoan
John Walton

MEMBERSHIPS
Benefactor
Bruce Dixson
McCary Family Charitable Trust

Donor
George and Judy Callison
Mercedes Cameron
Janice Harshman
Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin
Larry and Cindy Meens
Verda Patterson
William Robinson
Bill and Jane Stewart
Helen Traylor
Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch

Friend
Steve and Debbie Allerton
Barney and Tinker Barnett
Joel and Betty Bechtel
Frank and Gretchen Bering

Robert and Holly Brownson
Ed and Frances Ellinwood
William Ellinwood

Roger Frazier

Kathleen Hedlund

Nic and Mary Korte

Don and Shirley Kramer
Bob and Susan Ladenburger
Thomas Lowrey

Glenn and Nancy Martin
Dick and Jan Maynard
Mike and Blakely Mechau
Bob and Juanita Moston
Dr. Ken and Sandy Nelson
Tom and Jean Paradis

Bob and Judy Silbernagel
Max and Vicki Stites

Keith and Paula Struckman
Ellen Taylor

Gene Taylor

Timothy and Jill Waugh
Anne Wenzel and David Miller
Dan and Connie Whalen
Andy and Treva Williams
Fred and Ann Zimmat

Supporter
Anonymous

Eugene and Arlene Albers

We recognize the following gifts received Susan and Richard Andrews

from February 8, 2005 through October
10, 2006 (since our last newsletter).

If we have omitted or misspelled your

Larry and Lin Bowles

Dr. Tim and Lorna Brady

Philip Coebergh and Kayla Dodson
James and Anne Coil

name, please accept our apology and let Dee Crane

us know about our mistake!

Mary and Dean DiDario
Ann and Chad Driggers

Dusty Dunbar Steven Bolton
Leigh and Edwin Fortson
Gerry and Judy Geske

Daryl and Kristi Haan
Gaylord and Ruth Headrick
Shane and Megan Henry
Mike Henwood

Joe and Frances Higgins
Larry Ingram

Dr. Paul and Marilyn Jones
Dave and Teresa Kareus
Jack and Beverly Kingsley
LaCroix, Eggert & Hand, PC
Virginia LaCrone

Dr. Kenneth and Lois Lampert

Danni Langdon and Carl Jacobson

Peggy Link

Sarah Matchett

Steve and Ruby McCall
Nancy and Phil Mohler
Franklin and Maureen Moore
Melvin and Eleanor Muhr
Diane Myers

Joe and Betty O'Hara
Robert Percival

Joel Prudhomme

Don and June Simonton
Jack and Duna Stephens
Beverly and Ron Troester
Phyllis Turner

Paul and Bonnie Van Camp
Ruth and John Vanderhoof
Scott Vogt

Helen Watkinson

Western Colorado Congress
Ford White

Member
Wilda Abell
Gene and Diann Admire
R.V. Carlson

Hal and Debe Colby

Keith and Betty Coombe
Richard Cuthbert

Paul and Francette Didier
a@-reg and Jean Dillon
Sarah Dufford

Peggy Ekrem

Stuart and Marsha Emerson
Peg Foster

Mary Geer

Alfred Goffredi

Ginger Hajoglou

Joyce Hansen

David and Kathan Hartle
Bob and Jean Hoover
Marlene and Hazel Hurd
Kay and John Johnson
Rodney Johnson

Elise Jones

Michael and Gladys Kelher
Piera Kllanxhja

Tish Kllanxhja

Sandi and Knute Knudson
Marian Krogmann

Carol Lipinski

Janet Marquardt

Ray McLennan

Charles and Marlene Miller
Carole Moritz

Hope Painter

Bill Pewters

Anna Plessinger

Larry Reeves

Jack and Betty Richardson
Melanie Morris Sawyer
William and Mary Schaefer
Melvin and Donna Scott
Clee and Mary Sealing
Bob and Jane Spears
Gary and Kay Taffe

Robert Tallarico

Hal and Margaret Taylor
Janis Thayer

Wes Wendland

Fritz and Maureen Worland

BUSINESS ALLIANCE
MEMBERS

Silver
Enstrom Candies

Copper
Advanced Title Technology
Chamberlin Architects
Palisade Café’
Third Sector Innovations
William D. Wagner

OPEN HOUSE

Underwriters

All Metals Welding & Fabrication

Ciavonne Roberts & Associates
Beverages

Carlson Vineyards

DeBeque Canyon Winery

Fiji Water

Palisade Brewery

Plum Creek Cellars

Talbott Farms

POTLUCK

Host

Sara Ransford—Horsethief Ranch

Underwriter

Abstract & Title Co of Mesa County
Beverages & Food

Carlson Vineyards

Enstrom’s—Ice Cream

Fiji Water

Chris Herrman—Deep fried turkey

Kannah Creek Brewery

Plum Creek Cellars

Talbott Farms

Nancy Wilson—Wine

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

In honor of Frank Bering’s birthday—
Deedee & David Mayer

In honor of Rob Bleiberg and Sheri Covey’s
marriage—David and Deedee Mayer;
John and Doris Butler

In honor of JW Hernandez—Vicki Wubben

Dr. Tim and Lorna Brady

Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher

Belle and Tom Chesnick

James and Janet Comerford

Matthew Diers

Liz and Ivan Geer

Gerry and Judy Geske

James and Marjorie Golden

Harry and Joanie Griff

Bob and Jean Hoover

Aileen Roberts Lotz

Walt and Lucy Morrison

Sarah Matchett

Robert Percival

Steve and Sue Samuelson

Suwanee Smith

Christine Tuthill

Phyllis Turner

Greg and Diana Walcher

Helen Weidner

Dan and Connie Whalen

GOODS & SERVICES
All Metals Welding & Fabrication—Office sign
American National Bank—furniture, phones
CommWest—Phone system services
Fred Covey—Landscape maintenance
Knute & Sandy Knudson—Dinnerware
Ande Peterson & Virginia Beemer— Patio
table & chairs
Peter Robinson—HP all-in-one printer
Don &June Simonton—Picnic table
Harry & Bonnie Talbott—Underwrite
conference table
Deedee Mayer, Max Stites, Van Graham, Bill
Prakken, Nancy Wilson - Decorations for office



Consider contributing
to Mesa Land Trust!

To join, renew, or send a contribution,
send in the form at right along with your
payment. Please keep in mind the
following categories when donating. We
appreciate your support!

Membership Levels

$1,000 or more Benefactor
$500-$999 Patron
$250-$499 Donor
$100-$249 Friend
$50-$99 Supporter
$25-$49 Member

Business Alliance

$1,000 or more Gold
$500-$999 Silver
$250-$499 Bronze
$100-$249 Copper

Other ways you can contribute:

Stock. A gift of appreciated stock

NAME:
STREET:
CiTv: STATE: ZIP:
TELEPHONE: FAX:
NEwW MEMBER
RENEWAL
ADDITIONAL DONATION
AMOUNT $ CHECK ENCLOSED
VISA
MASTERCARD
CARD # Exp. MM/YY
CVV2 # (SEE BACK OF CARD — 3 DIGIT CODE FOLLOWING CARD #)
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION TO A FRIEND:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PLEASE REMOVE ME FROM THE MAILING LIST

provides you with the additional benefit p———————

of making a contribution to the Land
Trust and avoiding capital gains taxes on
appreciated assets.

Matching Gifts. If your employer has a
matching gifts program, your
contributions to MLT can be doubled.

Bequest. A bequest is a wonderful way
to create a lasting land legacy. A simple
provision in your will can help us fulfill
our mission while decreasing your heirs’
estate tax.

Contribution of in-kind items and
services. We would greatly appreciate
any of the following:

Digital camera, 4+ megapixel

Map plotter/printer — 11x17, color
Upholstered office chairs for meeting
room

For more information, contact us at 970-263-
5443. Mesa Land Trust is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Nonprofit Org.
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