
For more than 20 years, Jim Temple has 
transformed his 53-acre property along the 
Colorado River into one of the Grand Val-
ley’s outstanding wildlife 
areas.  Now he has per-
manently conserved his 
property through a con-
servation easement with 
the Mesa Land Trust. 
 
The Temple property is a 
wildlife haven, encom-
passing both Colorado 
River bluff and signifi-
cant bottomland along the 
river. Located on East 
Orchard Mesa, the prop-
erty boasts several natural 
springs and creeks.  The 
year-round water sup-
ports a stocked trout fishery and streams, 
while wetlands and ponds provide water-
fowl breeding and nesting grounds.   
 
The property lies in an area where the en-
dangered Colorado pikeminnow and other 
fish are known to spawn.  Just across the 
river, 4 more properties protected through 
conservation agreements with Mesa Land 

Trust preserve nearly a mile of unspoiled 
riverfront habitat. 
 

“For Jim, the property has been a labor of 
love,” said Margie Latta, Land Protection 
Specialist with Mesa Land Trust. “He has 
spent countless hours removing exotic plant 
species and in their place, he has planted 
native grasses, willows and cottonwoods 
that now thrive.”   The mature cottonwood 
trees and understory vegetation provide im-

(Continued on page 2) 
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We hope you like 
our new look!  By 

changing to a 
plain white, recy-
cled content pa-
per, we are able 
to produce the 

newsletter in full 
color for about 

the same cost as 
our previous 

black and white 
version—and be 
environmentally 
friendly at the 
same time. 

�

 Conserving agricultural lands, wildlife habitat, and open space  
in and around Mesa County to benefit the community at large 
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Grand Valley Wildlife Haven Conserved 

Record Year Pushes Land Trust Over 50,000 Acres 
With 20 new conservation agreements in its 2007-08 fiscal year, the Mesa Land Trust now 
protects more than 50,000 acres across the community.  These latest conservation easements 
encompass 4,165 acres and were worth over $10 million, establishing a record for value of 
land protected by the Land Trust in a single year. 
 
Farms, ranches and valuable wildlife properties were conserved across the community in 
the last year.  Notable successes were achieved in Unaweep Canyon, where the Land Trust 
now preserves more than 1,800 acres of scenic, valuable wildlife habitat. 
 
Mesa Land Trust now protects more than 52,000 acres through 139 conservation agree-
ments.  Future Mesa Land Trust newsletters will provide additional details on recently pro-
tected lands. 
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Public Benefit, Public Trust 
 
Like other charitable organizations, the 
Mesa Land Trust exists to make our 
community a better place.  We do this 
by conserving the farms & ranches, the 
wildlife habitat, and the scenic natural 
lands that contribute immeasurably to 
our quality of life, sense of place and 
economy.  At the risk of sounding like 
a sappy do-gooder, it is a thrill and 
privilege to be involved in work that 
benefits so many people in such a pro-
found way.  Even better, our efforts 
today will improve the lives of genera-
tions that follow. 
 
Federal and state law recognize the im-
portance of our work, conferring gener-
ous incentives to conservation projects.  
This arrangement works provided the 
Land Trust’s efforts benefit the general 
public and provided we maintain the 
trust of the public. 

We don’t take the public’s trust for 
granted.  We are committed to excel-
lence and transparency.  In this vein, 
Mesa Land Trust is now pursuing ap-
proval from a newly formed national 
Land Trust Accreditation program.  
The application process is rigorous and 
includes an opportunity for public com-
ment.  You can learn more about ac-
creditation and the opportunity to pro-
vide comment below. 
 
Unfortunately, in this newsletter we 
also share the sad news of the passing 
of three friends of the Land Trust.  Be-
fore they left us, Tom Richardson, Ed 
Miller, and John Walton all conserved 
beautiful lands that they loved.  Tom 
also served on the Land Trust’s board 
of directors.  Their land legacy is in-
deed a gift to us all. 

 
~Rob Bleiberg�
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  From the Desk of the Executive Director 
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Mesa Land Trust has been selected to participate in the 2008 Land Trust Alliance Accreditation program.  An independ-
ent program of the Land Trust Alliance, The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, conducts an extensive review of 
each applicant’s policies and programs and recognizes land conservation organizations that meet national quality stan-
dards for protecting important natural places and working lands forever. 
 
The application process for accreditation includes a public comment period that is now open.  The Commission invites 
public input and accepts comments on pending applications.  
 
To learn more about the accreditation program and to submit a comment, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org. Com-
ments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 518-
587-3183; (mail) 112 Spring Street, Suite 204, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. Comments on Mesa Land Trust’s applica-
tion will be most useful if submitted by September 14, 2008. 

Mesa Land Trust Applies for National Accreditation  

portant nesting habitat for songbirds and waterfowl.  
 
Jim is committed to providing opportunities for youth to 
learn about the great outdoors.  Though his private land 
is not open to the public, Jim brings future hunters and 
anglers onto the property.  He also works with the VA 
Hospital so that disabled vets can come to hunt and fish.  
Jim explains his actions simply, “I just wanted to create 

a great peaceful place for people to come and experience 
some great hunting and fishing.” 
 
“With development pressures on the rise, it’s landown-
ers like Jim Temple that are making a difference in our 
community and helping to maintain our high quality of 
life,” said Latta.  “I am truly honored to be able to work 
with someone so committed to improving wildlife habi-
tat in our community.” 

(Continued from page 1) 



On May 4th, nearly 150 Mesa Land Trust supporters 
met at the Driggs Mansion property in Unaweep Can-
yon for the Annual Picnic/Potluck.  The property, 
which was conserved 
in 2007, provided the 
perfect backdrop for 
the afternoon of food 
and friendship.   
 
Guests brought a  
delicious array of side 
dishes and desserts, 
while Land Trust 
board member, Nancy 
Wilson and her  
intrepid husband Bob, 
took charge of frying 
turkeys —always a  
crowd favorite.  While 
folks enjoyed the buf-
fet and an abundance of local wine, beer, and cider, 
guitarist Ernie McHugh provided entertainment.   

Executive Director, Rob Bleiberg provided details of 
the Land Trust’s recent accomplishments and thanked 
all who had made the day, and the Land Trust’s  

conservation efforts, 
such a success.   

 
This event would 
not have been  
possible without 
the generous un-
derwriting of 
Withers, Seidman, 
Rice and Mueller 
PC, Abstract and 
Title of Mesa 
County, and  
Gateway Canyons 
Resort.  All those 
who so generously 
contributed to the 

potluck are listed in the thank-you portion of this 
newsletter. 
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Picnic/Potluck at Driggs Mansion  

The Land Trust is saddened by the loss of two our of 
landowners and a Board member/landowner in recent 
months.  We extend our deepest sympathies to their 
families and friends.  
 
Floyd “Ed” Miller,  of Palisade, passed away on Janu-
ary 30th.  A native of the Grand Valley, Ed began farm-
ing as a child, helping his father on their family farm.  
He attended Mesa Junior College to study agriculture 
and business until he was drafted to serve in the Vietnam 
War.  During his Army service, 
Ed received three Purple Hearts 
and numerous other medals; his 
last injury left him a paraplegic.  
Ed refused to let this prevent 
him from pursuing his passion 
for farming. He worked with his 
father to  develop a way for him 
to drive their farm equipment, 
which enabled Ed to farm for 
the next 40 years.  

Ed’s love of farming was deep and he placed his 26-acre 
farm into a conservation easement in 2005.  Ed’s quick 
wit and can-do attitude will be greatly missed. 
 
John Walton, who donated a conservation easement on 
his spectacular Roc Creek Ranch in 2004, passed away 
on May 9.  His 200-acre property is located in Montrose 
County, a hidden jewel bounded by red rock walls and 
surrounded by public lands.  Roc Creek flows out of the 
east side of the  La Sal mountains and empties into the 
Dolores River a few miles downstream of the ranch.   
 
John and his former wife, Cindy Brooks, spent a number 
of years here while their two daughters were young, liv-
ing independently and off the grid.  Although John had 
moved to Grand Junction, he continued to spend a great 
deal of time at the ranch he loved so much.   
 
Tom Richardson, a current Board member and ease-
ment donor, passed away on June 5.  Tom was born in 
Boston and moved to Colorado at age 16. After receiv-
ing an MA in Economics at Denver University, he spent 
18 years with Aspen Skiing Corp., ultimately becoming 

(Continued on page 4) 

IN MEMORIAM 
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With a rapidly expanding portfolio of lands to stew-
ard and the need for additional fundraising efforts, 
the Land Trust determined it was time to increase 
capacity for each.  Diana Cort  has assumed fulltime 
responsibility for Land Stewardship and in Decem-
ber we hired our first fulltime Development Officer. 
The Land Trust also welcomes two new members to 
our Board of Directors. 
 
Mary Hughes  has broad experience in fundraising 
and conservation to bring to her role as Develop-
ment Officer.   A Louisiana native and a graduate of 
Southeastern Louisiana University with a Masters of 
Science in Applied Sociology, her research included 
urban forestry and open space preservation pro-
jects.  Mary previously served as Director of Devel-
opment for the Salvation Army of Baton Rouge and 
was working there during hurricane Katrina and the 
massive relief effort. Mary and her husband Paul ran 
a family operated dairy for 32 years.  They have two 
adult daughters and are enjoying being residents of 
western Colorado after many years of vacationing in 
the area. 
 
George Callison  brings energy and enthusiasm to 
the Board from lifelong interests and many years of 
public and private service in managing natural, his-
torical, and scenic values of land use.  George was 
born and raised in the small town of Blue Rapids, 
Kansas.  He studied Zoology and Paleontology at 
Kansas State University and the University of Kan-
sas.  He has taught biological sciences at California 
State University, Long Beach, done field research in 

vertebrate paleontology at Los Angeles County 
Natural History Museum, was Historical Commis-
sioner for the California County of Orange, and has 
designed natural history exhibitions and nature 
parks. George says “I am honored to be asked to 
serve in an organization that is such a positive force 
in coping with change in western Colorado.”  Now 
retired, he is a fine arts painter who loves to hike 
and explore with his wife, Judy, kids and grandkids, 
and many friends from the Grand Junction area. 
 
Angelina Salazar  is a graduate of the University of 
Colorado twice and began her career in education.  
After moving to Grand Junction in 2000, her experi-
ences led her into the nonprofit sector.  From pro-
tecting farm and ranchland through the American 
Farmland Trust to running the local PBS television 
station, Angelina gained extensive experience in 
marketing, fundraising, special events, and public 
relations.  Angelina now works at Ryan, Whitney & 
Associates.  She says she is “looking forward to 
working with the Mesa Land Trust staff, board and 
volunteers to further educate our community and 
save more of this beautiful valley we call home." 
 
Lastly, we wish to extend our sincere thanks to two 
departing Board members. Blaine Derrick  has re-
tired after helping found the Land Trust in 1980 and 
serving on the Board since.  His knowledge of water 
and local agricultural lands will be missed.  Thea 
Chase served two terms and her business and mar-
keting experience were of great benefit to the or-
ganization. 

 

Staff & Board Update 
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President and CEO.  Tom 
then served as President 
of Poma of America here 
in Grand Junction for 16 
years and was a consult-
ant and board member 
for Squaw Valley Ski 
Corp.   
 
In 2000, Tom and his 
wife Lynette donated a 
conservation easement 
on their 218-acre farm/
ranch property at the 
north end of the Grand 

Valley and adjacent to public lands.  Tom spent much of 
his free time in the great 
outdoors that he loved, par-
ticularly skiing and long 
distance running. He is sur-
vived by three children and 
three grandchildren.    
 
These three men will be 
greatly missed by their  
family and friends, but we 
take comfort in knowing 
each preserved an important 
part of western Colorado’s 
heritage that will truly last 
forever.   

(Continued from page 3) 

John Walton at his Roc Creek Ranch 

Tom Richardson 
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  SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Potluck Underwriters 
Abstract and Title Co. of Mesa County 
Gateway Canyons Land Development Co.  
Withers, Seidman, Rice, and Mueller 
 
Potluck Goods & Services Donors 
Carlson Vineyards 
Grande River Vineyards 
Two Rivers Winery and Chateau 
Kannah Creek Brewery 
Palisade Brewery 
Robert and Nancy Wilson 
Rob Bleiberg   
Ernie McHugh 

PRIVATE GRANTS 
Agua Fund 

The Arches Foundation 
Bacon Family Foundation 

Colorado Conservation Trust 
El Pomar—EPYCS Grand Junction High School 

Home Loan and Investment Co. 
Lost Man Foundation 

Mesa County Community Separator Project 
Sorensen Family Foundation  

Temple Hoyne Buell Foundaytion 
Western Colorado Community Foundation-

Quimby Family Foundation  
Western Colorado Community Foundation-J.J. 

& I.B. Uri Fund  
 

MEMBERSHIPS 
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Steve Bacon 
Phyllis Brownson 
Stephen Boelter and Karen Combs 
Bruce Dixson 
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Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek 
Pat and Ruth Gormley 
Dale and Jan Jones 
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Chris Brooks and Marion Reid 
Susanne Feller and Toni Davison 
Dr. Steve and Robin Heil 
Karen and Mark Madsen 
Mary McCutchen 
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Jack and Jan Roberts 
Danny Rosen 
Dr. Larry Tice 
Susan Treece and Allan Wise 
John & Pamela Waage-in memory of Elvis Guin 
Ivan and Jane Wood 
Joan and Tom Woodward  

 

Donor 
Tony Bates 
Robert and Holly Brownson 
Ben  and Maxine  Carnes 
James and Janet Comerford 
Lit duPont 
Steve and Lysa ErkenBrach 
Abbott and Joan Fay 
Russell and Julie Gillis 
James and Marjorie Golden 
Kristine and Gregg Kampf 
Albert and Terry LaSalle 
Jamie and Kristen Lummis 
H. Glenn and Nancy A. Martin 
Walt and Lucy Morrison 
Verda Patterson 
Warren Petersen and Shari Raso 
Paul and Barbara Preston 
Charles and Cheryl Roy 
Keith and Paula Struckman 
Russ Walker and Laura Cummins 
Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch 

 

Friend 
Gene and Arlene Albers 
Ivan Alkes 
John and Diane Anglim 
Samuel Baseler 
Frank and Gretchen Bering 
Marcia K Bilbao MD 
Rob Bleiberg 
Orville and Frances Boge 
Phillip and Fran  Born 
Myles and Anne Brown 
Thomas Cameron 
Don and Carol Campbell 
Barb and Ed Chamberlin 
Thea Chase 

Thanks to our Supporters! 
 

50 FRIENDS  
of MESA LAND TRUST  

CAMPAIGN  
 

We are happy to  
report a growing list  

of 50 Friends partners! 
 

With a 3 year commitment of $500, 
$1000 or more you can join our 50 

Friends partners.   
 

Your gift will support land conserva-
tion and have a lasting impact for 

years to come! 
 

Please contact our office for more 
information. 

 
50 FRIENDS  

H. Lee and Kay Ambrose 
Herb and Laura Bacon 

Allan Beezley, PC 
Rob Bleiberg 

Miffie Blozvich 
Tom Burke; Burke Construction 

John and Doris Butler 
Dr. Victor and Suzan Bernhard 

Parker and Mary Carlson 
Nancy and Wallace Ellyson 

Thea Chase 
Pat and Ruth Gormley 

Ann Litke and Ed Haenlin 
Chris Herrman 

Brian and Linda Mahoney 
David and Deedee Mayer 
Skip and Della Mottram 

Chris Muhr 
Jan Muyskens 

Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek 
John and Cathey Pabst 
Doug and Sue Phillips 
Bill and Judy Prakken 

William and Wanda Putnam 
Steve Rash 

Mel and Maurine Rettig 
Steve and Sue Samuelson 

Mike and Jean Sewell 
Jerry and Maxine Silberman 

Max & Vicki Stites 
Gus and Gwen Sublette 

Harry and Bonnie Talbott 
Allan Wise and Susan Treece 

Robert and Nancy Wilson 
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EASEMENT & STEWARDSHIP  
FUND DONORS 

Leona M. Alber 
ARCO Investments, LLC   
Colorado Open Lands 

John J. Cox, Jr. 
Keith Fife and Kathy Portner 
Robert and Georgette Harris 

Fall Creek Ranch, LLC  
Warren Gore 

McCurter Land Company, LLC  
Mid-South Land & Timber, LLC  

Jim Temple 
Unaweep Properties, LLC 

We recognize the following gifts 
received from November 1, 2007 

through May 31, 2008 
(since our last newsletter). 

If we have omitted or misspelled your 
name,  please accept our apology and let  

us know about our mistake!   



Membership Levels 
$1,000 or more  Benefactor 
$500-$999  Patron 
$250-$499  Donor 
$100-$249  Friend 
$50-$99  Supporter 
$25-$49  Member 

 
Business Alliance 

$1,000 or more  Gold 
$500-$999  Silver 
$250-$499  Bronze 
$100-$249  Copper 
 
 

Ask about becoming one of our  
50 Friends! 

 
 

Consider contributing 
 to Mesa Land Trust! 

 
To join, renew, or send a contribution, 
mail the form at right along with your 

payment.  Please keep in mind the 
following categories when donating.   

We appreciate your support! 

Other ways you can 
contribute: 

 
Stock.  A gift of appreciated 
stock provides you with the 
additional benefit of making 
a contribution to the Land 
Trust and avoiding capital 
gains taxes on appreciated 
assets. 
 
Matching Gifts.  If your 
employer has a matching 
gifts program, your 
contributions to MLT can be 
doubled. 
 
Bequest.  A bequest is a 
wonderful way to create a 
lasting land legacy.   A 
simple provision in your 
will can help us fulfill our 
mission  while decreasing 
your heirs’ estate tax. 
 
For more information, contact us at 
970-263-5443.  Mesa Land Trust is 

a non-profit, tax-exempt 
organization under Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

�

A Publication of the  
Mesa County Land Conservancy 
d.b.a. Mesa Land Trust 
1006 Main Street 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 
Tel:  970.263.5443 
Fax: 970.243.4135. 
E-mail:  info@mesalandtrust.org 
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