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» BUFFER: About 43,000 acres have been protected

From page 1

i : T The Likes-Dumell . project means

F{ - | that a ane-half mile block of orchard
ground on three adjacent properties 15
protected forever in the G Road and
35112 Road areq:

The Mesa Land Trust is a local, pri-
vate. nonprofit agency that holds more
than 80 easements protecting approxi- —
mately 43,000 acres of land 'in and
around Mesa County.

Fifteen of those easements sit with-
in the community buffer zone, anarea
between the three communities: that
local governmients have agreed should
try to be protected from development
in the future.

By selling the conservation ease-
ment on their property. landowners are
compensated for foregoing their prop-
erty’s development potential, while
continuing to own and run their place
as usual,

For more information, check the
Internet at www.mesalandtrust.org or
call 464-5750.

Reach Josh Nichols ar
Jricholsigifreepress.com

Top: The Likes-Dumell orchard near
Palisade, along with two other properties, is
parl of a one-hatf mile block of orchard that
has forever been preserved as open space
through the Mesa County Community

Separalor program.

Bottom: This view of the Stecher properly
near Palisade is one of the six easements pro-
tected in lhe community buffer zone in 2004
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